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PREFACE. 


T is ſo much contrary to my natural Genius to Fudy politeneſs of Lan- 
guage, or Rhetorical Flouriſhes of Words, that I could never be pre- 
wvailed with to print any of my poor Lucubrations in this critical and 
learned Age ;, and I had been ſilent now alſo, as all along hither:o, 
had I not been highly provoked by a Neighbour, John Elliot, who hath beer 
pleaſed t9 proclaim his own Weakneſs, to ſay no worſe, to the World, in 4 
ſmall Piece, entituled, The Saving Grace of God. This he will have to 
be in all Men, yea, and nothing leſs than an Increated Being ; and, becauſe 
1 offered hima few Arguments to the contrary, he hath been in a great Pa» 
roxy/ſm of furious Zeal againſt me, and his Spirit in ſo great a Ferment, 
that he hath repreſented me as groſly Erroneous, and 4 notorious Blaſ- 
phemer, preſſing Per ſons moſt vehemently to withdraw from me, and 10 diſ- 
continue their Attendance on my Miniſtry. I can truly ſay, 1t is not the Vin- 
dication of mine own Honour that hath prompted me thus to put Pen to Paper ; 
for I an really look upon my ſelf 45 a poor inconſiderable Nothing, that my Ho- 
nour or Diſhonour is little to ge regarded ;, only I would not willingly hear 
of this at the Great Day, that while I ſlept the Tares were not only ſowed, 
but alſo grew up. 1 could gladly be ſilent, ſo my Silence were not ſinful. 
Happily ſome of my Learned and Prudent Brethren may cenſure me for ta- 
king cognizance of, or medling with ſo weak an Antagoniſt \ but I humbly 
take leave to acquaint them, that they may not know all the Circumſtances 
of this Caſe ;, therefore they may reſt ſatisfied, that T have not atted herein 
without what is unto mean Authentick Call thereunnto, Calvin ſpeaking of 
Servetus, ſaid, Fatuitas dogmatum ſecurum me reddidit, the fooliſhneſs 
of his Opinions made him regardleſs ; but he ſaw Cauſe afterwards to a- 
wake out of his ſleep and ſecurity, upon the coming out of this crude, indige- 
ſted, empty Script of J. E. There was ſuch inſulting and triumphing a- 
mong the Quakers, as if the Day had been everlaſtingly their own in this 


Place ;, Copies were with great diligence ſcattered up and down in moſt Pla- 
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ces with us: My Ears were filled from day to day of my being ſo conquered, 
that I muFt never hold up my Head any more ;, nothing leſs was expeited, 
than that moſt of our Friends would quickly be proſelyted to J. E's Opinion 
and Way. Some well meaning per ſons, no way inclined to Quakeriſm, could not 
rell what to think, of it ; that Grace which had been ſo honourably ſpoken 
of in all Ages, ſhould be no more but a meer Creature, By theſe and other 
weighty Conſiderations, I was alarmed and mfinenced to what 1 apprehended 
was my Duty, willing to obſerve that Apoſtolical Canon, 1 Cor. 14. 26. 
Let all things be done unto edifying, / was loth to trouble the People, or 
pollute the Pulpit with Replies to the Impertineneies of J. E's. Scribble, 1 de- 
ſtan that as diſtin from this, which I purpoſe alſo to publiſh if I have any 
freih Provocation : The way I have been direfied to take, was, doftrinally, 
and prattically to diſcuſs this Poſition, That though Inherent Grace be a 
great Excellency, yet no Increated Being, with ſome uſeful Inferences, 
Deduftions, and Corollaries from thence, The Lord hath been graciouſly plea- 
ſed ſo far to own and accept of this piece of Service, as to accompany it with 
a Bleſſing from above, I know not one of the Congregation 1n Fellowſhip with 
us, but what are fully ſatisfied in what they have heard ;, and ſome of the 
moſt Fudicious among them bave, with much importunity preſt, that this 
may be made as publick as the other was, hoping that others may reap the ſame 
benefit aud advantage by it as they have reap'd, and that it may contribute 
ſomething towards the preventing of the growth of Quakeriſm in other 
places as well as here, O, pray, pray, pray that the Word of the Lord 
may have free Courſe, and be glorified, 2 Theſl, 4. 1. Pai planteth, 
and Apollos watereth ; but it is God that giveth the encreaſe, 1 Cor. 
3-6. Thw may ſerve both as an Apology for my appearing thus in Print , 
and as a Prefatory Introduttion to what enſueth, | 
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gow. an Eye to the Inſtruction, Edification, and Stabliſhing in the Truth 
thofe that were my conitant Auditors, I did not judge it worth while, 
all along to diſpute againſt that which is called Univerſal Grace in Al ; 
I only gave one Argument to prove that to be a non entitie ; there is 
no ſuch thing in rerum natura ; it isnot what it is called by ſome : But 
that 1 might approve my ſelf a fair Diſputant, the Task I undertook was this ; To prove, 
that That which 1s Saving Grace in them that are true Bel/revers, effectually renewed 
and ſanCtified by the Word and Spirit of God, is no Increated Being ; and therefore 
a Majore ad minus ; much leſs is that which is falfly called Grace, the Sp:rit, Chriſt, 
Light, the meaſure of the Spirit, the Spiritual Appearance in All, This being the 
principal thing to be inſiſted on, I diſpatched the one confutatory Argument with lit- 
tle more than a bare mentioning of it, without a large Proſecution ; which was this : 

That which 1s1n every Man is in Heathens and profeſs 'd Pagans: But the Saving 
Grace of God is not in Heathens and profeſs'd Pagans ; therefore not in every 
Man. 

It's only the Aſſumption that's to be proved ; and that I prove thus z If that which 
isin Heathens, be nature, only nature, and called nature by God, ſpeaking in his 
Word, yea, and nature deeply depraved and corrupted in All, then the Saving Grace 
of God is not in Heathens. The former is true, Rom, 2. 14+ Rom. 3. 9,10, 11, 12, 
13, 14, 15, 16, 17,18. Epbeſ. 2.3. and therefore allo the latter. 

If Heathens and all unconverted Per ſons are without Chriſt, Aliens from the Com- 
monwealth of 1/rae/, Strangers from the Covenants of Promiſe, having no Hope, and 
without God in the World, then that which is in them is not Chritt. The former is true, 
Epbeſ! 2. 12. Therefore alfo the latter. 

If Heathens, contidered Antecedently to the Goſpel's being preached to them, do /it 
#ndarkneſs, and in the ſhadow of death, having the Underſtanding darkned. being 
alienated from the Life of Ged, through the Ignorance that is in them, becauſe of the 
blindneſs of their Heart; then that waich is in them is meer Darkneſs, and no Go- 
ſpel-Light, they can know nothing of Evangelical Verities, and whatever is of ſuper- 
natural Revel:tion from any thing within themſelves. The former is true, Luke 1. 79. 
Epheſ. 4+ 18. Therefore allo the latter. 

If that whichis in Heathens 1s the Dewi/, and the Spirit of the Dewil, then that - 
which is in them, is not the Spirit of God ; for, what Communion hath Lizht with 
Darkneſs 2 What Concord hath Chriſt with Belial 2 2 Cor.,6, 14,15. The former is 
true, Epheſ. 2.2. Ac. 26.18. Col.1. 13. Fob. $.44. 1 Foh. 3. 8. 

F call this but one Argument, for it is diverſified only with reſpect to the ſeveral de- 
nominations which 7. E. gives unto that which is in every Man, without Reſtriction 
or Limitation : I humbly leave it to thoſe that are impartial, whether this alone is not 
of ſufficient force, cogency, and vallity, v'teriy to overthrow the very Foundation of 
Fobn's Book, and conicquently, whether the whole of the Super/trutture is not > 
there- -- 
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therewith overthrown 2 and whether I deſerved ſuch hard words for calling, not that 
which is in True Believers, and a ſpecial Work of the ſanctifying Spirit of God, 4 
great nothing, but that which is nominally only, and equivocally called the ſaving 
Grace of God in All, Turks and Mabometans, Heathens and Pagans, Papiſts and 
Atheiſts : Where Foundation and Superſtructure are both naught, theſe will not be 
able to bear the erial by fire, 1 Cor. 3.11, 12, 13, 14, 15+ But I paſs from this to the 
diſquifition of what I have ſeen cauſe chiefly to infift on 3 which you may take in this 
categorical Propoſition, Theſis or Pofition. 

The ſaving Grace of God in True Believers, is no Increated Being. That which is 
Grace mn thoſe that are Chriſtians indeed, is a Creature, a mere Creature, and an 
smperfeft Creature. | 

For methods ſake, and a regular procedure herein, 1. I ſhall ſet down fome Prel:- 
minaries, tending toa right ſtating of the Queſtion, or the Thing in controverſie be- 
tween us, and to the clearing of fome things 1gnorantly and confuſedly delivered by 
the Author of the ſaving Grace of God. 2. It's needful there ſhould be ſome Defins- 
£10n, or Deſcription given of Grace ; otherwiſe, we are like Men beating the Air, diſpu- 
ting of we do not know what. 3. Having given one or two deſcriptive Definitions of 

' Grace, we ſhall by expreſs Scripcure Teſtimonies, and Arguments from thence deduced, 
prove the Thetis, Grace in Believers is no Increated but a Created Being. 4. What is 
ſaid of this Theme and Subject is to be improved by us; and inorde: thereunto, I ſhall 

give you ſome practical Inferences from all the premilſles. 

1. Preliminary. There is no Perſon or poſitrve Entitie in Heaven or Earth, but 
what*s Created of the Lord Fehova, Father, Son, and Spirit. Sin being no politive 
Entitie but privative, properly hath no efficient, but rather a deficient Cauſe. This is a 
Principle, and the Foundation of all Religion, therefore it's the firſt Lecture read trom 
Heaven to us, by him that was the firſt authorized Amanuenfis of the Holy Ghoſt, in 
Penning ſome Part of the Sacred Oracles. Gen. 1+ 1. See alſo A&s 17.24. God made 
the World and all things therein. 

If Grace be one of thoſe things that's in Heaven or Earth, then it is to be reckoned 
among the number of Created Beings ; but Grace is one of thoſe things that's in Heaven 
.or Earth. Therefore, 

2. Preliminary. follows upon the former. The word Increate fignifieth that which 
is not created or made at all. Hence the Argument runs thus ; If Grace be that which 
1s not created or made at all, it mult be Self-exiſtent, Independent, the firit Being and 
Creator of the Univerſe. But it's not Self-exiſtent, Independent, the firſt Being, nor 

'the Creator of the Univerſe ; therefore it's no Increated Being : It's a true ſaying in 
School Divinity, omne ens eſt vel Primum vel 4 primo ortum, whence if Grace be In- 

create it muſt be the firſt Being from which every other Being derive theirs. 

3. Preliminary. There isa paſſage in my Opponents Pamphlet, pag. 26. which ſa- 
yours ſo much of-unſoundneſs, Heterodoxy, and ſcandalous Ignorance in this our Go- 

ſhen or Land of Light ; that I cannot let it paſs without ſome Animadverſion. His Words 
are, ſpeaking of Grace in his ſence, — It #s of his divine ſaving nature, but yet nor 

the only entire God, Eternal Jehova,—— Doth not this imply that Grace is God, though 
not Jehova, and doth not this imply, that Jehova is a diviſible and compounded Being ; 

-Jehova is the entire God, and the Engliſh of our Authors Phraſe is, Grace is a piece or 
part of Jchova. This occaſions my third Preliminary as an Antithefis hereunto, Des 
eft ens ſumpliciſſimum, God is an uncompounded and mdiviſible Being, .and this is 
one thing that doth diſtinguiſh him from all created Beings 3 Siwmplicery, Bo Nort. Or- 

*thod. Evang. 3s God, one mere and perfet Af, without all compoſition, his name 2s 

I AM, 
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T AM, Exod. }. 14. that is, mere ps wherein is nothing paſt nor to come ; from 

what is there more largely treated of, I contract this Argument ; 1f God does admit of 

compoſition, it is either a compoſition of Parts, which are bounded by quantity, or 

of Matter and Form, or of General and Special Nature, or of a Subjeftt and Acci- 

dent, or of an A& and Poſſibility, or of a Perſon and Nature, or of Beirs and Indir- 

vidyuation: But God doth not admit of any of theſe Compoſitions, therefore of none 

at all, the enumeration is full and complete, elſe the defect mutt be ſhewed. 

4. Preliminary. The Divine Effence is incommunicable to Creatures. When ſome of 

the Attributes and Pertections of God are ſaid to be communicable | 

unto Men, all ſuch Predications are Aralogical and Equivocal. Any Deus © creature 
reſemblance that Man hath unto God is very low, mean, dark, »1hil habent com- 
and ſhadowy, notwithſtanding of any likeneſs between God and mune, preter no- 
Man. The difproportion and diſtance between them is ſtill as great men. 

as between Infiazte and Finite, Perfett and Imperfe&, Perfettion 

and Imperfettion ; that which is Ecernal, and that which is of Yeſterday ; as between 
that which is the Supreme Being, and that whicii is only ſubordinate ; as between that 
which is Independent and Dependent ; as between him that 1s Eſſentialy All, and that 
which 1s Orzginally nothing. Whatever it is that Man is, or whatever it 1s that is in 
Man, compared with God, it is imperfection it ſelf, and as nothing, TI/ai. 40. 17. All 
Nations before him are as nothing, and they are counted to him leſs than nothing, and 
vanity. The Eſſence of Ged, ſays Nort. Orthod. Evang. p. & that one pure Att of God 
by which he is God. Deus eſt neceſſe eſſe, God could never have been any other than 
what heis; God cannot hereafter ceaſe to be any other than what he now is, and ever 
was, This is the Signification of Fehova, He that was, He that is, He that is to come, 
Rev. 1.8. With whom is 20 var:ableneſs nor ſhadow of —_— Jam. 1. 17. Whatever 
Manis, or isin Man, he and it might never have been; and conſidered in its own Nature 
and Eſſence, it is ſtill capzble of Annihilation. If it be Attually perpetuated and made - 
Eternal, a parte poſt, it is indebted to the Being of Beings for this, x Cor. 15. 10. 
By the Grace of God I am what T am. The Heterodoxy of ſome expretiions of our 
Author, put me upon making this a diſtinct Preliminary, the Efſence of God is incom- 
municable to Creatures, p. 27. —— Though this meaſure, to wit in every Man, be not 
the fulneſs, or the whole entire Eſſence, yet it is of God, in a meaſure of his own 
Spirit, whith is not diſtin& therefrom, but it is one with it, 1 John 5.7. and therem 
communicable ro Men. The words of 1 Foh. 5.7. are, There are three that bear re- 
cord in Heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe three are one, 
that is, God, Father, Son and Spirit are eſſentially one; Therefore the Eternal Spirit, 
the third Perſon of the Trinity, and that which is in every Man, are not diſtinct but - 
eſſentially one. There 's Divinity for you. : 

5. Preitminary. Itis a received Principle both in Divinity and Philoſophy, omne 
quod recipitur recipitur ad modum recipientis, when one thing is ſaid to be in another, 
every ſuch inexiſtence is to be underſtood, that it's according to the receptivity of 
the Receiver : When God, Chriſt and the Spirit are ſaid to be in Man, it 1s in a ſ1- 
tableneſs to the Eſſential Conſtitution of Man, as a Rational Being, having Underitan- 
ding, Will, and Aﬀections. Chriſt and his Spirit are in Believers to exert and put forth 
gracious Acts and Operations upon them, as their reſpective exigencies do require, to 
humble them when they want humbling; tc give a check to their corruptions, and mor- 
tifie them when there is occaſion ; to recover them out of the ſnare of the evil one, 
when entangled therein ; to enlighten and enliven, quicken and comfort them ; to cor- 
roborate and ſtrengthen them in and under ali their Weakneſſes, Infirmities, _— 

rials, 
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Trials, and Temptations. I know there are ſome magni nomnzs, and whom I do real- 
ly Reverence, who have ſaid much for a perſonal Inhabitation of the Spirit in Believers ; 
but I humbly take leave to diſſent from them in this. Thoſe Texts of Scripture that ſpeak 
of the Spirits being or dwelling in Believers, are not to be underſtood of an Hypoſtatical 
- or Perſonal Union between the Spirit and them, it is purely Myſtical and Spiritual - 
What Learned Nortoz,Orth. Evang. p. 289. 290. ſays of the Union between Chriſt and 
Believers, both negatively and poſitively, the ſame I may fay of the Union between the 
Spirit and them. Negatively, it is not Eſſential, ſuch as is the Union of the three Per- 
ſons in one Eſſence in God ; nor Perſonal, ſuch as is the Union of the Divine and Hu- 
mane Nature in one, and that an Increated Perſon in Chriſt. Not natural, whether EC- 
ſential, as is the Union of the Form with the matter ; or by local conthact, that is, na- 
tural touching one of another, as Water is-united to the Veſſel ; or by mixture, as Wa- 
ter is united to Honey ; or by the coupling together of common and ſpecial nature, as 
the Genus is nnited to the Species 3 or by cohelion, as when one part of the Body cohe- 
reth with another; or by Adheſion, as when pitch cleaveth to our hands ; or by Inhe- 
fion, as when an; Accident inhereth in the Subject, it's not Civil, as is the Union of ma- 
ny Perſons into one Body politick. Politively, it's a Spiritual Union ; in reſpect of the 
verity thereof, it'sreal, not imaginary;inreſpect of the things united, it's ſubſtantial ; in 
reſpect of its way and manner, it's ſupernatural and ſecret ; in reſpect of the nearneſs of 
it 3 it'scloſe and intimate. Some of the reaſons of my diſlent from thoſe that Afſert a 
perſonal Inhabitation are theſe. | 

If there be a perſonal Inhabitation of the Spirit in Believers, there is alſo a perſonal 
Inhabitation of the Father and of the Son in them, 1 Foh. 4. 15, 16. Gal. 2. 20. Fohn 
17.23. The latter is abſurd, therefore alſo the former. : 

If the Perſon of the Spirit be in the Perſon of every Individual Believer, then every 
Individual Believer is two Perſors. The latter is abſurd, therefore the former. 

If the Union between the Spirit and Believers be perſonal, then there are more Hy- 
poitatical Unions than that of the Divine and Humane Nature, in Chriſt : The Scri- 
pture knows no more, 1 Tim. 3.16. Foh. 1. 14. therefore there are no more. 

Where the Perſon of the Spirit is, there is the Father, Son, and Spirit, for the Ef- 
ſence of God is inſeparable from either of the Perſons. The Eflence of Father, Son and 
Spirit is not in Believers, therefore not the Perſon of the Spirit. 

If the Perſonal property of the Spirit, which is Proceſſion from the Father and the Son, 
be inſeparable from the Perſon of the Spirit,then the Perſon of the Spirit 1s not in Belie- 
vers : The former is true,therefore the latter- The reaſon of the connexion of the Major is 
this: The perſonality of the Spirit was from Eternity is at this day what it always was, 
and will be to all Eternity what it hath ever been. The Spirit did, does, and will invari- 
ably proceed from the Father and the Son. Where the Perſon of the Spirit is, there muſt 
be the Perſon of the Father and of the Son. Believers were not from Eternity, and 
now they have an aCtual Exiſtence, the Perſon of the Father, nor the Perſon of the Son 
not being in them, from whom the Spirit does proceed, the conſequence to me is clear, 
that the Perſon of the Spirit is not in them. 

The Spirit is no otherwiſe in Believers now, than before the Incarnation of Chriſt; I 
have not heard of any that plead for a Perſonal Inhabitation of the Spirit in Old Te- 
{tament-Believers; and there is no reaſon appears to me why this Privilege ſhould be 
peculiarly appropriated to us more than to the other. *Tis true, that which is cal- 
led, The Promiſe of the Father, A. 1.4. and the Promiſe of the Spirit, Foh. 16. 
7, 8. was not to have its Accompliſhment, till after the Aſcenſion of Chriſt ; but that 
15 to be underſtood of the pouring out of the Spirit ina larger meaſure, and on a far 
greater number than before, Foel 2. 28, AG, 2. 17. Is 
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If the Perſon of the Spirit isin Believers now in the Days of the Meſſiah, either he fs 
fo in all,or only in ſome. If in all,hath he been fo in all Ages, from the Incarnation or Af- 
cenſion of Chriſt till now, or only in ſome Ages ? Does he enterinto them when firſt the 
Work of Regeneration is begun in them, or afterwards ? Where he once comes, 
does he never after recede ? If in all, and at all tunes, how comes 1t that he hath ma- 
nifeſted his perſonal Preſence to ſo few all this while 2 If thus in all, how comes it, 
that there are ſtill, and have been ſo many perſonal; Infirmities and Failings where he 
takes up his conſtant Reſidence? How comes it, that ſome of them have, in an 
hour of Temptation, groſly prevaricated, for a time, both in Principles and Practice > 
If in ſome only, then this is a Priviledge peculiar to thoſe few, and not to others: If 
ſo, by what Covenant or Promiſe is this Priviledge entailed upon them excluſive of o- 
thers 2 or does the purchaſe of Chriſt's Death as to this, extend to them, not to others 2 

The greate(t Argument, for what I can perceive, for a perſonal inexittence of the 
Spirit in Believers is, that there are ſo many Texts of Scripture which ſpeaking of this 
do ſpeak of him as a Perſon, Rom. 8. 16. The Spirit it ſelf beareth 
witneſs with our Spirit, that we are the Children of God, v.26. The Quo efficitur 
Spirit it ſelf maketh interceſſion for us with groaning, which cannot be ut clamemus 
uttered All I reply hereunto at preſent is this ; By the ſame 7s. 

Reaſon alſo there muſt be a perſonal inexiſtence of the Father and the 

Son in them, 1 Foh. 4. 12, 13. If we love one another, God dielleth in us ,—— Here- 
by we know that we dwell in him, and he in us, becauſe he hath given us of his Spi- 
rit, v.15, 16. Whoſoever ſhall confeſs that Feſusis the Son of God, God dwelleth in 
him, and he in Ged God is Love; and he that dwelleth in Love, dwelleth in 
God, and Godin him, Gal. 2. 20. Chriſt lwveth in me. 

Mr. Samuel Eaton's Arguments againſt a Perſonal In-dwelling ef the Spirit in Be- 
levers, are of weight with me, Quakers confuted, p.1.2. © We do not believe that 
< there is any ſubſtantial, eſſential, or perſonal Union between this eternal Spirit 
* and Believersz for ſuch Unions would either make the Spirit and Believers 
«* ſome Third Thing , as when Soul and Body are united, a Third Thing 
& which is neither Soul nor Body, but compounded of both, ariſeth from it, which is 
* called Man ; or elſe there will be a confounding of Subſtance, which cannot be ; for 
* God cannot mix with the Creature : And elſe fuch Union, if it ſhould be perſonal, 
* as betwixt the two Natures in Chrift, would make Believers God, and equal with 
* Chriſt; and conſequently equal with God himſelf : the conſequence of which would 
* be, that ſuch Perſons would have an Almighty Power, which they might put forth 
** in working as many Miracles as they pleaſe, as they may fee it make for the Glory 
<« of God ; and that they would be Omniſcient, and know all things, and would have 
< the reſt of God's Attributes as Chriſt had, who was God, and equal with God, and 
< in whom this perſonal Union was. — And thoug" we believe that the Spirit of Chritt 
* dwells in Saints, yet we affert the Spirit of Chriſt to be diſtinct from the Saints, and the 
< Saints from the Spirit 5 and though he dwells in them, yet he acts not in them, but as 
* it pleaſeth him 3 neither doth he impart Wiſdom, Power, Grace, and Glory, but as it 
< pleaſeth him, 1 Cor. 12, 7, to 12. 

There are ſome Paſſages in Mr. R. Sher/. Diſcourſe of the' Holy Spirit, worthy of a 
Remark, p. 11,12. * It was the Errour of the Macedonians and Samoſatenians of 
* old, and of the S9c:inzans of late, That by the Spirit of God is meant no other, but 
* Virtus ſeu efficacia, qua homies fideles ſanificantur & divinis uſibus conſecran- 
* tur; 3. e. That Vertue or Efficacy, whereby faithful Men are ſanCtified and conſe- 
< crated to Divine Offices. And oppoſite to this Extreme, many now-a-days run to the 
« other, miſtaking and miſterming the Efficacies and Vertues of the Spirit for the _ 
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* of the Spirit himſelf : The Holy Orthodox Truth lies b:twixt theſe two Extremes--- 
* And when you read in Holy Scriptures of being filled with the Holy Ghoſt, or made 
< Partakers of the Spirit of God, it is not to be underſtood of the Spirit in reſpect of his 
* perſonal Effence ; for thus he filleth the World, and contains all things, being really ex- 
« iftent and preſent, in and with all things and Creatures, giving unto All their Life 
* and Breath, and all things ; In whom we live, and move, and have our Being, 
* A8&. 17- v7, by his inexilting Preſence ; and this in reſpect of his perſonal Eſſence. 
* If we ſhould fay then, That the Spirit of God is in his Saints and Servants here upon 
« Earth in a greater meaſure than other Men, perſonally, and in reſpect of his Eſſence, 
* we ſhould fo divide, and conſequently detine and limit the Efſence of God, which 
< is undivided, infinite, and unlimited, 7er. 23. 23. Am [a God at Hand, and not a 
® God afar off * Can any hide himſelf in Secret Places, that I ſhould not ſee him ; 
* for do not I fil Heaven and Earth, ſaith the Lord * Thus then thoſe Scripture- 
** Phraſes of rece:ving the Holy Ghoſt ——are not to be underſtood of the Spirit, in 
* reſpect of his perſonal Efſence, but in reſpect of his Imprefiions and Workings on the 
«* Souls of Men, in reſpect of his Gifts and Graces, which are various and diverſe, and 
*carry their Name from the Cauſe or Author of them, 1 Cor. 12. 4. There are di- 
© per/ities of Gifts, but the ſame Spirit ; where the Spirit is plainly diftinguiſh'd from 
© his Gifts; as the Cauſe from the Effect ; the Workman from the Work of his 
* Hands; or as the Body of the Sun from the Light and Heat which is darted and dif- 
* played from it. And whereas 'tis faid, The Spirit 3s one, but his Gifts diverſe, we 
* may hence obſerve, That if we ſhould confound the Spirit of GodJwith the Gifts and 
** Qualifications diſpenſed from him, we ſhould be fo far from worſhipping the true 
* God, which is but One, that we ſhould fall into that groſs Idolatry of the Hea- 
© thens of old , making as many Spirits of God, as they made Gods; who Det- 
© fied the moral Vertues, and worſhipped their ſeveral Vertuous Qualitications, as Gods. 
** Hence it 1s, thatſome being perſuaded, that they have the Spirit of God perſonall 
* abiding in them, have been puft up with ſuch an exceſſive Spiritual Pride, and felf- 
* conceited Eminence, asnot only to exalt them ſelves above their Brethren, but even 
* to extol themſelves above the Heavens, and moſt blaſphemouſly to profeſs and boaſt 
* of an equality with God. There was a Teſtimony bore againit this Principle by a Sy- 
nod in New England, 

6. Preliminary. The Word Grace tin the Scripture is of a double Acceptation, there 
is Gratza gratum faciens ; which is ſays Scharp. Curſ. Theſe p. 333. Paterna Des be- 
nevo'erntia qua immerentes gratis compleitur. It is tae ſame with Divine Benignity, 
or God himſelf, freely willing to communicate the Specialities of his favour even to 
thoſe that are moſt undeſerving, Gen. 9. 8. Exod. 33. 159. 13 Cor. 15.10. I am what 
T am by the Grace of God: Hes fons &3 cauſa bonorum E9 donorum omnium eſt, 3 
20n in nobis, ſed in Deo reſidet. This is the Original of all the good things we have, 
and 1s not reſident in us but in God, if we may fo phraſe it : Quicquid eſt in Deo eſt 
Deus. It is God himſelf freely communicating the choice{t of his Bleflings to thoſe 
that are leſs than the leaſt of Mercies, Gen. 32. 10. There is, Gratia gratis data, 
or, Donum quodvis quod ex gratuito Dei amore & liberalitate in nos confertur. 
Any Gift that is beſtowed on us of the Love, Favour, and Bounty of God, Heb. 12. 
15, 28, Let us have Grace whereby we may ſerve God acceptably, AR. 11. 23. and 
13. 43- Eph. 4.7. 2 Cor. 8. 7. andg. 8. The Queſtion is of Grace in this latter 
Sence ; not of Grace in the former. Sence. That which 1s in all Men, is the Saving 
Grace of God, fays 7. E. and an increated Being. That which is in all Mcn is not Grace, 
ſay I, nor an Increated Being ; yea, tat which 1s true Saving Grace in Believers, is not 
an Increated Being. Thus I have done with the Pre/zminarzes. It is needful in the 
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next place, that ſome Definition be given of Grace inherent in Believers ; for there is 
—_— elſe in others that deſerves the Denomination of Grace, or is fo to be 
CA . 

That Grace which hath Man for its Subje& of-Inhefion may be thus deſcribed : It is a 
Supernatural and Special Gift of God, beſtowed upon ſome m and through Chriſt, as 
Mediator of the New Covenant. | 

I call it a Supernatural Gift, becauſe it proceeds not ; neither can it proceed from 
Nature, as now inits lapſed State. A ſpecial Gift, becauſe not given to all. Faith is 
One of theſe Graces ; and, 2 Theſj. 3. 2. All Men have not Faith. A Free Gift, to 
ſhew that God in diſpenting :nberent Grace to Sinners, is not acted by neceſſity of 
Nature, but is a vo/untary Agent ; he might have chuſed whether he would have be- 
ftowed1t on one or another ; herein he acts cording to the good Pleaſure of his Will, 
Eph. 1.5. and according to the Riches of his Grace, Eph. 1. 7. 1 Cor. 4. 7. Who ma- 
keth thee to differ from .:::0t 1er 2 or, What haſt thou that thou haſt not received 2 
When I ſay, beſtowed upon ſome, this implies, that Grace in this and the other Man, 
was alittle while ago a 1c»-e75, that which had no Exiſtence. Hence the Argument 
runs thus ; That which a lit''2 white ago was a non-entity, cannot be an Increated 
Being ; fach was Grace 1:hereat in this and the other Man. Therefore— 

When I ſay, beffowed 7; and through Chriſt ———it 1s to diſtinguiſh it from the 
Bleflings of a General and Conmon Providence, Pfal. 33. 5. and 119. 64. and 145. 14, 
15, 16. The whole Earth is full of the Goodneſs of the Lord; and his tender Mer- 
ces are over ail his Warks © But this is a Speciality of Divine Favour, given only to 
the Elect in and through Chriſt, Eph. 1.3, 4, 5. and there are none actually poſleſs'd 
—_ but they that are Members of that Myttical Body, whereof Chriit is Head, 
Eph. 4.16. 

gn Deſcription of Inherent Grace, is this3 It 7s an eminent Work of the Spirit 
of God upon the Souls of Sinners, oy the preaching of the Goſpel, whereby nature s 
ſo far renewed in them in reſpet of Qualities, that all old thinzs are done away, and 
all things are made new, in order to their being in a Capacity to glorifie God here, 
and therr being glorified with him to all Etermty hereafter. 

It isa Pork of the Holy Ghoſt, 70h. 3.3, 5. Tit. 3. 5. Hence I argue thus, That 
which hath the Holy Ghoſt for its Efficient, is no Increated but a Created Being : Such 
is Grace in Believers ; Therefore 

I call it an Eminent Work of the Holy Ghoſt, to diſtinguiſh it from other more in- 
ferior Works of his. All the Works of Creation and Providence are the Works of 
Father, Son and Spirit, according to that Saying, Opera Trinitatis ad extra ſunt in- 
diviſa, What is done by one is done by all Three. But when Grace is wrought inthe 
Soul of a Sinner, that is, an eminent Work. The Works of Creation have the 
Father for their Efficient, i Cor. 8. 6. Of him are allthings. The Son, 1 Cor. $.6. 
By him are all things, Job. 1. 10. The Holy Ghoſt, Gen. 1. 2. Pſal. 33. 6. By 
the Word of the Lord were the Heavens made, and all the Hoſt of them by the Sparit 
of his Mouth. 

The Works of Providence have the Father for their Efficient. He that feeds the 
Ravens, and cloaths the Lilies, Matth. 6. 26. Luke 12. 24. Pſal.145. 13, 14, 15, 
116. The Son, Heb. 1. 3. He upholds all things by the Word of his Power. Col. 1.17.— 
By him all things conſiſt. The Holy Ghoſt, the qualifying and accompliſhing of 

erubbabel for building and finiſhing the Second Temple, wasa Work of Providence, 

and the Holy Ghoſt had a Hand therein, Zech. 4. 6, 7. Not by Mig h:, nor by Power, 

but by my Spirit, ſaith the Lord of Hoſis: art thou, great Mountain ? before 
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Rerubbabel thou ſhalt become a Plain, and he ſhall bring forth the Head-ſtone thereof 
with Shoutings, crying, Grace, Grace unto it. 

Upon the Souls of Sinners. This denotes the Objects on which the Grace-working 
Acts and Operations of the Holy Ghoit are terminated, confidered antecedently to 
his Working this Work in and upon them ; they are Sznne-s not Saints ; whatever 
their Gifts and Endowments may be, natural or acquired, they are void and deltitute 
of Saving Grace. . 1 Cor. 6. 9, 10. Know ye not that the Unrighteous ſhall not mherit 
the Kingdom of God.---Such were ſome of you, but ye are waſhed, but ye are ſan#tified,but 
ye are juftified in the name of the Lord Feſus, and by the Spirit of our God. 1 Tim. 1, 
13, 14.—Who was before a Blaſphemer, and a Perſecutor, and Injurious ; but I 
obtained Mercy avd the Grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with Faith 
and Love which is in Chriſt Feſus. If they that have Grace in them to Day, had it 
not Yeſterday , then the Grace which 1s in them to Day, is no Ir.created, but a Created 
Being. But fo it is with them ,that are Saints to: Day, and were Sinners Yeſterday. 
Therefore 

By the preaching of the Goſpe/. Though Children are capable both of Grace, Luke 
I. 15. and of Glory, Matth. 19. 14. and God hath ways to work Grace in them be- 
yond what wecan think of, Fo. 3. 8. his Gracious Acts and Operations are many 
times imperceptible, and not to be diſcerned by us ; what I now aflert, is to be under- 
ſtood of them that are Adult ; ordinarily the Spirit works Grace in them by the prea- 
ching of the Goſpel." 1 Pet.-1. 23, 24, 25+ Being born again,not of corruptible Seed, 
but of incorruptible, by the Word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever — 
And this is the Word which by the Goſpel is preached unto you. Rom. 10. 14, 15, 16, 
17.——Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God. Act. 11. 21, 22, 
and 13, 44.--48. and 10. 33. 4, 43, 44. 1 Theſſ. 2-13. Pſal.110. 2, 3. 1 Cor. 4. 15.-- 
In Chriſt Feſus I have begotten you through the Goſpel. That which is a Spiritual 
Procreation by the inſtrumentality of Men and Means, is no Increated, but a Created 
Being : Such 1s Grace in Believers. Therefore 

FWhereby nature is ſo far renewed in them in reſpe& of Qualities, that all old things 
are done away, and This is added to ſhew, that where Grace is wrought, the $4b- 
Rance of Soul and Body remains what it was before ; the Alteration is only in reſpect 
of Qualities, The Mind that was before dark and ignorant, is now enlightned, 2 Cor. 
4.6. 1 Theſſ: 5.4, 5, 8. The Wl! that was ſtubborn, obitinate, and averſe from that 
which is Good, is now made freely to Will that which 1s repreſented to it as good, 
Pſal. 110. 3. The Afﬀe#tions that were carnal, and wholly fet upon things below, are 
now ſet upon things which are above, where Chriſt fitteth on the Right Hand of God, 
Col. 3, 1. Epheſ. 2. 4, 5. Phil. 3. 20. 

2 Cor. 5.17. If any Man be un Chriſt he is anew Creature : old things are paſt a- 
way ; behold all things are become new. Here isa Periphraſis or Deſcription of one that is 
a Chriſtian indeed, that hath true Grace, in Three Particulars ; and the latter 1s eviden- 
tial of the former. A Chriſtian indeed is one that is in Chrilt, or that hath Union 
with Chritt—— Union with Chritt 1s evidenced by a new Creation that paſſes upon the 
Perſon united to him ; and the new Creation is evidenced by the Vnzverſality of the 
Chanpe, that is wrought in them that are new made; there is a new Heart, and a new 
Head; new Princip/es, new Praftices, new Thoughts, new Words, new AﬀeGtions, 
new Afions, new Deſires, new Delights, new Projects, new Purpoſes, new Contr;- 
vances, new Counſels ; old Companions in Sin caſt off, and new ones choſen in their 
places ; new Aims, Ends, and Intentions. All that are in Chrift are thus thoroughly 


and univerſally renewed ; whoever they are that are not thus thoroughly and univerſally 
renewed, 
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renewed, are not-yet in Chriſt ; this is true ſaving Grace; and whatever falls ſhort of 
this is called by a wrong name, if it is called Grace. If they that are in Chriſt are new - 
Creatures, then Grace in Believers is no increated, but a created Being : The former is 

true, therefore the Latter. The connexion of the Major is evident, becauſe they that 

are in Chriſt and Believers are Synonyma's; and they are denominated new Creatures, 
from the great change that 18 wrought upon 'em ; when Grace is infuſed into their Souls 

by the Spirit of God : For Grace and the neo Creature are alſo Synonyma's, Gal. 6.15. 

For in Chriſt Feſus, neither Circumciſion availerh any thing, nor Uncircumciſion, but 
a net Creature ; as1f he ſhould have faid, © you are wholly taken up ia Diſpatations, 
* about Circumcition and Uncircumcition ; all your Conferences, all your Studies run 

© out about this ; but the Truth of Grace lyeth not in theſe things, ſays Burg. Spirit. 

* Refi. p. 246. and p. 251. This Phraſe a new Creature implieth, that the Work of 
© Grace is wrought by the ſole power of God, it cometh only from him ; and alſo that 
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this being thus wrought in us, is of a moſt excellent and glorious Nature. 

Epheſ: 2. 10. We are his Workmanſhip created im Chriſt Feſus unto good Works —— 
&u]ou £opev Teinua, ipſius opus ſumus, fatura: They, that in all they are, and have, 
are the Workmanſhip of God, created in Chriſt Jeſus ---- have nothing in them that is 
an increzted Being ; ſuch are Believers : Therefore 

Epbeſ. 4. 24. ----- And that ye put on the New-Man, which after God is created in 
Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs. If the New-Man, which Believers are to put on, is 
after God, created in Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs ; then the Righteouſneſs and true 
Holineſs of Believers 1s no increated but a created Being: The former is true, Therefore 
the Latter. 

Col. 3.10. And have put on the New- Man, which 1s renered in Know/edge, after 
the Image of him that created him. If the New-Man, which Believers put on, 1s re- 
newed in Knowledge, after the Tmage of him that created him ; then Grace in Belie- 
vers is no increated but a created Being : The former is true, therefore the latter. The 
New-Man renewed in Knowledge, after the Image of God, and Grace :inlierent are 
Identical, they are one and the ſame thing. 

1T/as. 43. 1. Thus faith the Lord that created thee, O Facob, and that formed 
thee, O Iſrael. V. 6.7. Iwill fay to the North, give up, and to the South, keep not 
back: Bring my Sons from tar, and my Daughters from the ends of the Earth, even 
every one that is called by my name; for I have created him tor my Glory ; I have 
formed him, yea, I have made him. If every Son and Daughter as ſuch is created, 
then there is nothing in them that's increated; the former 1s trae, therefore the latter. 
Mal. 2. 10. Have we not all one Father, hath nat one God created us ? 

If. 65. 17,18. Beho'd, I create new Heavens and a new Earth, and the former 
ſhall not be remembred nor come into mind, but be ye glad and rejoyce for ever in- 
that which I create, for behold, 1 create Jeruſalem a rejoycing, and her People a Foy. 
* This(fay the Engl. Annot.) being ſpiritually underſtood is applicable to the State of the 
<* Church, in the times of the Goſpel, under the Kingdom of Chrilt, in regard of thoſe 
<* plentiful endowments of ſpiritual Graces that therein ſhall zbound , —— and kere- 
< unto doth the Apoſtle apply this Renovation of the Church, to be inc:oated or begun 
«* in this World, 2 Cor. 5. 17. and to be conſuminated in the next, 2 Per. 3.i3-. Rev. 
« 21.1,5. and thus alſo do ſome of the Fer:/þ Doors expound it, 1/2. 65 22. 4s 
&« the new Heavens and the new Earth which I wil! make ſ{-4!l remain bef«rc me, jo 
&« ſhall your ſeed and your name remain. It the Church.coniidered, as under the Oid 
Teſtament, .and as under the New Teſtament, as Militant and Triumphant, ve a Divine 
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Creation ; then Grace in Believers is no increated, but a created excellency : The former 
1s true, therefore the latter. = 

Having gone over the parts of the laſt deſcription of Grace, and glanced at ſome 
Arguments from thence, gronnded on expreſs Scripture-teſtimonies, I proceed to ſome 
other Arguments to prove this Poſition : That Grace in Believers 1s no increated Excel- 
lency. 

if there be ſome higher Excellencies than any thing that 1s #2 Believers, during 
their Pilgrimage here ; and yet they are no zmcreared but created Excellencies ; much 
more mutt any thing that is in them be ſo : The former 1s true, therefore alſo the lat= 
ter. It's the minor of this Syllogiſm that is to be proved; and I prove it thus. 

1. The humane Nature of Chriſt, isa greater Excellency than any thing that is in 
Believers: The humane Nature of Chriſt is no increated Being ; therefore much leſs 
is any thing that is in Believers ſo. They that deny any thing here muti 'be Pagans or 
Fervs ; not ſuch as profeſs the Chriſtian Religion. 1 Tim. 3. 16. Without controverſie 
great us the myſtery of Godlineſs, God was manifeſt in the Fleſh. He who is over all, 
God bleſled for ever, came of the Fathers concerning the Fleſh, Rom. g. 5. John 1. 
14. The Word was made Fleſh. Verbum, ſays Learned Feans, aut eſt prolativum aut 
ſubſtantiale ; the Word is either Enunciative or Subſtantial. It 1s the Word in the 
latter, not in the former ſence, that is made Fleſh, Foh. 1. 1. In the beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was God. Rev. 19.13. His name 1s called, the Word of God. Rom. 
I, 3. -— Concerning Feſus Chriſt our Lord, which was made of the ſeed of David 
according to the Fleſh. The Holy Ghoſt by a ſupernatural and miraculous Operation 
framed his Fleſh in the Womb of the Virgin Mary, without the ſeed of Man. Luke 1. 
31,32, 35. The Holy Ghoſt ſhall come upon thee, and the power of the Higheſt ſhall 
overſkadow thee ; therefore alſo that holy thing which ſhall be born of thee, ſhall be 
called the Son of God. Gal. 4. 4. When the fulneſs of the time was come, God ſent 
forth his Son, made of a Woman Heb. 8. 2. and 9. 11. and 10, 5. --- A Body thou 
haſt prepared for me, KaTyp|iow wal, it ſignifies the Creation of it, and the SanFifi- 
cation of it, That which was made of a Woman muſt be a created Being : Such is 
the humane Nature of Chriſt ; Therefore --- Phil. 2. 7, 8- He took upon him the form 
of a Servant, and was made in the likeneſs of Meng and being found in faſhion as 
a Man, he humbled himſelf, and became obedient unto Death, even the Death of the 
Croſs. An increated Being is impaſſible or incapable of ſuffering 3 the humane Nature 
of Chriſt is capable of ſuffering, and did actually ſuffer death ; therefore it's no increa- 
ted Being ; and why ſhould any thing in Man exalt itfelf to move in a Sphere or Orb, 
above the humane Nature of Chriſt ? It is taken into the Vnity of the (econd Perſon of 
the Holy Trinity ; and that is an Honour conferr'd upon no other Creature. By vertue 
of this Hypoſtatical or Perſonal Union ; He that is God-Man is the firſt born of every 
Creature, Col, 1. 15. which is not ſo to be underſtood, as if he had been created before 
all other Creatures ; but that the R:zhts and Privileges of Primogeniture did belong to 
him. The Firſt-born, by the Law was advanced to a degree of ſuper-eminent dignity 
above his Brethren ; he had Power and Authority over them ; he was Prince of the Fa- 
mily, Pſalm 89. 27. ſee Epheſ. 1.21, 22, 23. Heb. 2. 7, 8. — Thou crowne?dſt him 
with glory and honour, and didft ſet him over the work of thy bands z, thou haſt 
put [7 things im ſubje&ton under his feer. When once the humane Nature was af- 
ſumed into the Unity of the ſecond Perſon, that Union remained firm and indi/ſoluble ; 
when Death made a ſeparation between his Soul and Body for a time; the Union be- 
tween the divine Nature and the humane continued, Luke 23.43. Though the humane 
Nature asſuch isnot Adorable, nor to be adored ; yet, he that is God-May, is the = 
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ject of Adoration, Pſalm 22. 27,28, 29, 30. I/a. 45. 23. Rom. 14. 10, 11. Pſal.q5.1. 
Rev. 5. 13. Pſalm2.10, 11,12. Rom. 11.33. 1 Pet. 2.6. Pſalns 72. 5, 11. Mal. 1. 11. 
The humane Nature of Chriſt, Is the Organ and Inſtrument by, and thorough which, 
1s wy” all the Grace that Men have, Epheſ. 4. 16. Col. 1. 19. Joh. 1. 16. Eph. 
x. 23. Col. 2. 19. 

2 If that Grace, which was, and is in the humane Nature of Chriſt, be no increa- 
ted Being ; Grace in Believers 1s not ſo : The former is true, therefore the latter. If 
thoſe Supernatural Divine Qualities, wherewith the humane. Nature of Chriſt was en- 
dowed, did not commence, or begin to exitt, till the humane Nature itſelf did begin 
Fr exiſt ; they were no increated but created Excellencies : The former is true, There- 
ore 

I/a. 11. 1,2, 3. ---- There ſhall come forth a Rod out of the Stem of 7:/J-, and a 
Branch thall grow out of h:s Roots, and the Spirit of the Lord ſhall reſt upon him ; 
the Spirit of Wiſdom and Underſtanding, the Spirit of Counſel and Might ---- As was 
the Rod that was to come forth out of the Stem of Feſſe, and the Branch that was to 
grow out of his Roots; ſo was the Spirit of the Lord that was to reſt upon him : But ſo 
it was, that the Rod that was to come forth out of the Stem of Feſſe ---- Was the Meſ- 
ſiah, conkdered according to his humane Nature, a created Being : Therefore, ſo was 
allo the Spirit that was to reſt upon him, a created Spirit. 

That which is capable of grow:;ng muit needs be a created Being ; ſuch was Habitual 
Grace Inherent in the humane Nature of Chriſt : Therefore<--- Luke 2. 40, 45, 52. he 
#ncreaſed in Wiſdom and Stature. What Grace was ſuitable to the State of Ch:/1dhood, 
that he had to the full; and afterwards, what Grace was ſuitable to a more Adu/t State ; 
that alſo he had in ſuch perfection as the humane nature was capable of. 

Rech. 3. 9. Behold, the Scone that I have laid before Zoſpua, upon one Stone ſhall 
” ſeven Eyes ; Behold, I will engrave the graving thereof, faith the Lord of 

oſts. 

The Stone is Feſus Chriſt, the chief corner Stone: By Eyes is meant Knowledze, 
Wiſdom, and Providence; feven denotes. Perfefion and Sufficiency. By engraving the 
graving thereof 1s fignified the Beautifying, and as it were Peliſoing the humane Na- 
ture of Chriſt with all Gifts and Graces, needful for a due diſcharge of the Work and 
Office he was called unto ; probably the Prophet alludes to the coftly and curious Work- 
manſhip of the Stones of the Temple, which did in ſome weak manner ſet forth the ex- 
cellency of Chriſt's Gifts and Graces. 

Col. 1. 19. It pleaſed the Farher, that in him all Fulneſs ſhou'd dwell. Here is, 
fays Feans, an Adjunt, Grace (tt forth to us, by its Extent and Excellency, expretied 
in two ſeveral gradations; a Fu/neſ5, an Al fulneſs of Grace, its ſubjet, in him, 7. e. 
in Chriſt as Man, The In»:{ftor of this Adjuntt in this Subje& dwelleth, to denote 
that it was in him after a permanent and fixed manner : The cauſe of all this fulneſs 
dwelling in him, the Decree of the Father ; Chriſt owed 1t not to his own or others 
merits, but ſolely to the free purpoſe and pleafure of Heaven. 

In this Fulneſs of Grace that dwells in Chrift, there is an A!l-ſafficiency, and an In- 
deficiency. It is ſufficient for himſelf, and for others, for All his at all times, and i all 
States and Conditions : It will never fail : It is a bottomleſs Ocean, that can never be ex- 
hauſted or drawn dry by thouſands of Millions of Sinners or Saints ; in him are unem- 
ptible Treaſures, and an over-flowing redundancy of Spirit and Grace. 

Orth. Er. p. 48. Norton confirins what we have faid ; © created Habitnal Grace, which 
« Chriſt received out of meafure, Zohn 3. 34. wasin him, in its full Latitude in four re- 
« ſpects 3 In reſpect of its Subje&, here it is to be found in its proper Subject, as L:g42 
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*in the Sun; Grace is not only in Chriſt, as in its proper, but as in its ſuperexcee ding 
* Subject. InreſpeCt of its Nature; there is in Chritt all kind of Grace: In reſpect of 
< the Intenſeneſs of it; it isin him 1n the higheſt degree, in the utmy/t, as much as is 
< Poſſible to be 12 a Creature ; both negatzve!y, it could not be exceeded ; and poſi- 
© 2:vely, none could be equal toit ; the Soul of Chriit doth not only eminently con+ 
< tain, but exceed all the Grace that is in Men ard Angels. In regard of the Efe&s, 
< that he wight b- it to derive unto his members, all that meaſure and fulneſs of Grace 
* that becomes ſuch an Head. 

Thus again he ſpeaks of Chriſt's power as Man ; © as Chriſt received the Spirit out of 
© meaſure, ſo the created Power of Chriſt was, and is, out. of meaſure :: The power 
* of Working Miracles was in Chriſt conſtantly and permanently after the manner of 
© an habit. ----- Homo Chriſtus habet omnem potentiam, humanitas omnem poteſta- 
*© tem, the Man Chriſt is omnipotent ; the Humamity hath as much power as a Creature 
<* 1s capable of, Hereby Chritt was capable to receive that complete Authority of exe- 
<cuting all Power in Heaven and Earth, Matth. 28.:18, The Knowledge that is in 
© Chritt is either Increated or Created : Increated is that which is in him as God,where- 
* by he knows all things, Fohn 2. 25. Created, is that which is in him as Man, and is 
© of three ſorts, Beatifical, Infuſed, Experimental Beatifical Knowledge is called 
* the Knowledge of Viſion ; by it he not only ſees God face to face, as all the Bleſſed 
*do; but ſeeth alſo the Manhood in perfonal Union with the Godhead ---- Fohn 1. 18. 
© Its Principle, the perfect underſtanding of the Manhood ; its medium, the: Light of 
* glory. Infuſed, whereby he knows all things that can be known by the concreated 
<« Abilities of Angels or Men, Iſa. 11.2, Its Principle is a habit infuſed of God; its 
* medium, the hght of Grace. Experimental, whereby he knows all things that could 
be known by prattice, and ratzionab obſervation of events, Luke 2. 52. Its Pranciple, 
the faculty of reaſon; its medium, perſonal experience, Heb. 5. 6. and obſervation of 
re-iterated events by the light of reaſon. Chriſt's Beatifical Knowledge admits not in- 
creaſe, in reſpect of the Habit or Act : His Infuſed Knowledge admits not increaſe in 
reſpect of habit, though it might in reſpect of the Act : His Experimental Knowledge 
ſeems to have admitted Mie , both in reſpect of Habit and At. 

3. If the Angels of Heaven, with all the Grace they have, be created Beings 3. then 
alfo the Sons of Men, with all the Grace they have, are created Beings : The former is 
true, therefore the latter. I do not know what can be denied ; however, I proceed to 
the praof of what I argue for, Gen. 1. 1. In the beginning God created the Heaven 
and the Earth; theretore alſo Angels and Men in A'l they are and have, Gen. 2.1. 
Thus the Heavens and the Earth were finiſhed, and all the Hoſt of them. The An- 
gels are called the Hoſts of Heaven, Pſalm 193. 20, 21. and 148. 2. Luke 2. 13. 

Cal. 1.16. By him were all things created, that are in Heaven, and that are in 
Earth, viſible and inviſible, whether they be Thrones or Dominions, or Principalities 
- or Power s ----- 

Fob 38. 6, 7. Woereupon are the foundations of the Earth faſtned, or who laid 
the corner Stone thereof : When the morning Stars ſang together, and all the Sons of 
God ſhouted for jcy. By theſe muſt be underſtood the Angels ; for neither the Stars 
in the Firmament were created,. nor Man, when the Foundations of the Earth were 
faitned : They are called Stars, even as fome Men of Eminency are fo called, Dans. 8. 
10. and 12. 3. Rev. 16. 20. and morning Stars, for their excellent Luſter and Glory, 
for which they are called Angels of Light, 2 Cor. 11. 14--Sons of God ; partly, be- 
cauſe they had the whole of their Being from God ; and partly, becauſe they were Par- 


akers of his Glorious Image. They are faid to {ing together----becauſe probably m of 
them 
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them having then apoſtatized, they were all of them harmonious in this Heavenly Wark 
of celebrating the Praiſe of their Creator. | 
How Glorious ſoever the Angels are in ſreſpeCt of . their Efſence and Graces ; and 
though they are Stars of the firft Magnitude, in compariſon of all in this Sublunary 
Word, yet they are but Creatures, and there is an infinite diſparity between them and 
the Increated Being. Fob 4.18, 19. Behold, he put no truſt m his Servants ; and his 
Angels he charged with Folly : How much leſs on them that dwell in Houſes of Clay, 
whoſe Foundation is in the Duſt, which are cruſhed before the Moth 2 God did dif- 
eern Vanity and Folly in them : they were liable to Sin, and ſome of them being left te 
themſelves did actually fin, 2 Per. 2.4. Fude 6. There are many things which they 
know not but by Revelation from God. Danze! had the Knowledge of the Myſtery of 
the Seventy Weeks from Gabriel, as he, no doubt, had it from the Father of Lights, 
Dan. 9. 22,23, 24, 25,26. Thereare many things alſo, the Knowledge whereof they 
acquire by Obſervation and Experience : Taking Cognizance of the Occurrences and 
Atts of Providence towards the Church in her Militant State, they learn what they 
were /inleſly ignorant, or neſcient of before, Epheſ. 3. 10. Though they are moſt ex- 
cellent Creatures, yet they are not Omniſctent, they know not the Day of Judgment, 
Mark 13. 32. They cannot know future Contingencies, which depend not on neceſ< 
ſary Cauſes and Agents, which keep one certain, regular, uniform Courſe, but upon vc- 
luntary Agents, which are variable, tickle, and uncertain in their ACtings : The cer- 
tain Knowledge of ſuch things God reſerves only to himſelf, 1/a. 41. 22,23. and 42. 
8, 9. and 44. 7, 8. They know n9t the Hearts of Men, Fer. 17.9, 10. 1 Chron. 28.9. 
and 2 Chron. 6. 30. The Knowledge of Anpels is not Intuztive and noetical, but dia- 
noetical, and diſcurſive. No tinite Creature, can by one Intuitive ACt ſee all things at 
once; that is proper to God, A. 15.18. Known unto God are all his Works from the 
bezinning of the World. © 
If what Holineſs 4dam had in the State of Innocency was no Tncreated Being, what 
Grace Believers have now is no Increated Being. The former is true : Therefore --- 
If Grace be as to Subſtance, what Holineſs was in Adam, then it remains ftill what it 
always was, no Increated, but a Created Excellency —Eſſentia rerum poſita eſt in in- 
diviſibili, The Effence of things is unalterably the ſame in all Ages. Though Grace, as it 
15 in this and the other Subject,may, recipere majus & minus, 1t does admit'of different 
degreesiand meaſures in one more than another ; yet it is in its nature the ſame in all. 
If 4damhad no Holineſs in him before the Fall, but what was derived from God the 
Creator, then it was no Increated, but a Created Excellency. The former is true : There- 
fore--Gen. 1.26. God ſaid, Let us mak? Man in our Imaze, after our Likeneſs. Adam, 
not only conſidered as a Man, was made of God, but alſo as endued with divine Qaali- 
ties. The Image of God and Grace are identical; or at leaſt, Grace is no ſmall part of 
the Image of God. The Foor/teps of the Almighty were upon the relt of this lower 
Creation ; but the Image of God wasimpreſs'd upon Man ; by Virtue of which, he did 
reſemble his Maker for Wiſdom, Knowledge, Righteouſneſs, and Holinefs, fo far as ſuch 
a Creature was capable to reſemble him. Epheſ. 4. 24. and Col. 3. 10. are as a Comment 
on Gen. 1.26. They are an Exepeſis, or Explication of it, to ſhew, that it wasnot the 
Eſſence of God, or any part of the Eflence of God, as ſome do ignorantly inlinuate, that 
was imparted unto Men at firſt ; but rather, that he had a Rational and Immortal Soul, 
embelliſh'd with thoſe divine Qualities, which made him more like unto God, than the 
meer Animals and inanimate Creatures. Simile non eſt zdem. That which is like a 
thing is not the thing it ſelf. Eccleſ. 7. 29. God made Man upright, 1f God did 
not only make Man himſelf, but alſo his 4” Uprightneſs, then Man's Inherent Grace 
iS 
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is no Increated, but Created Excellency, The former is true : Therefore—— What 
Man is in his Efſ:ntzals or Integrals, in his Naturals or Supernaturals, in his Morals 
or Spirztuals, he isa Creature of God, ang nothing more 3 and whoever ſay other- 
wiſe, they neither know God nor themſclves, Nature nor Grace, nor any thing elſe 
aright. | ; 
5. If the Soulof Man be no Increated, but a Created Being, much more mul? Grace 
inherent be ſo, The former is true : Therefore -—— C2. 2+ 7. Toe Lord God formed 
Man of the Diuft of the Ground, aud breati:ed :5.to his Nejirils the breath of Life ; 
and Man became a {tving Sou!. Both the Body and Soul were originally of God's ma- 
king : There was foe pre-exiitent Matter, of which the bodily part was tramed, but 
in it ſelf indifpoſcd for the Reception of one Form more than another. This by fome 
is called, a Med:ate Creation, There was no pre-exittent Matter of which the Soul 
was made : this is called Immediate Creation. God breathed into his Nolirils the 
breath of Life. He breathed, 5. e. immediately from himſelf, or ſecretly mto his 
Noſtrils the Breath or Spirit. This Phraſe is uſed becauſe the Soul's Reſidence in the 
Body is manifelted by Breathing, which ceaſes not till the Soul departs out of the Bo- 
dy. Of Life, Hebr. L:ves in the plural, to expreſs the feveral Faculties and Operations of 
Lite, exerciſed by the Soul, in Vegetation, Senſe, and Reaſon, and the relt ot the Abili- 
ties ſubordinate thereunto ;- which are fo far diverſified in the natures of them, that 
they proceed from one Fountain ; yet they ſeem to be as ſo'many ſeveral Souls by the 
diverlity of their Operations, and by ſome have bcen conceived to be fo indeed. Ad 
Man became a (iving Soul ; 3. e. The Body formed of Duſt in the ſhape of a Man, and 
the Soul breathed into it by God, became one Perſon, living a natural Lite, exerciſed in 
Vegetation, Senſe, and Reaſon. That the Soul is a Created Being, 1s allo clear from o- 
ther Texts. 

Eccleſ” 12. 7. Then ſhall the Duſt return to the Earth as it was, and the Spirit 
ſhall return unto God who gave it; towit, ina peculiar manner, fays Poo!, by his 
Creating Power. Hence he iscalled, The Father of Spirits, Heb. 1% 9. Jer. 38.16. 
So Jedekzah the King (ware ſecretly unto Feremiah, ſaying, As the Lord Goethe 
made us this Soul, T will not put thee to deati; As the Lord Iireth, that gave et- 
ther of us that Life by which we live. ; 

Iſa. 57.16. T will net contend for ever, neityver will I be always wrath : for the $tt- 
rat ſhonld fail before me, and the Soul which I have made. 

That the Soul is more excellent than Grace, or any Quality that is in it. or ad- 
heres to it, is evident, The Subſtance is more excellent than the Accidence. The Sonl 
1s a Subſtance, Grace the Accidence. The Subject is more excellent than the Adjunct ; 
the Soul is the Subject, Grace the Adjunct ; therctore the Soul is more excellent than 
Grace. Accidens eſt quod pet:ft aleſſe vel ave/Je jine ſubjects imer:tu. The Soul 
is Independant on the Body ; it can and doth ſubi1it in a State of Separation ; yea, 
and 1t can and doth ſfubfift whether it have Grace or not; tneretore Grace 1s only an 
Accidence. Accidentis eſſe eft meſſe, the Eilence of an Accident 1s, that it is in ſome 
$ubject, and Subfitts not without it. Therefore, 4 primo ad uirimum, from the firit 
to the lait, if the Soul, which is in its nature more excellent than Grace, be no In- 
created, but a Created Being, much more 1s Grace (o. 

6 If the G/ory which Beizevers are to be made Partakers of in Heaven be no Increated, 
but a Created Being, much more what they have here is ſo. The former 1s true : There- 
fore Grace and Glory are in their nature the ſame ; the difference is only gradual ; Grace 
is G'ory in the Bud; Glery ts Grace in Perfettion.TheEnjoyments of Saints 172 via and zn 
patria, are for Subſtance the ſame ; only the latter are ina far /arger meajure _ the 
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former. Now we ſee darkly, as ina Glaſs, then face to face, r Cor. 13. 12. Now we 
drink of the Water of Life, as it runs in ſtreams, and as it is in the Ciſterns of Ordinances, 
and bnt a little at a time : Then we ſhall have a full draught of it at the Well-head. In a 
word, the Glory of Heaven isa centtant High-Tide of Grace, exerciſed at the higheſt, 
and a conſtant High-Tide of the higheſt ſpiritual Enjoyments, that are enjoyable by _ 
created Beings. Heb. 11. 9, 10. By Faith Abraham ſcourned in the Land of Promiſe, 
as in a ſtrange Country, dwelling in Tabernacles with Iſaac and Jacob, Heirs with him 
of the ſame Promiſe; for he looked for a City with Foundations, whoſe Builder and 
Alaker # God. 

That which hath God for its Maker, is no increated Being ; ſuch is the Glory of Hea- 
ven : Therefore,--- That which hath Foundations, 1s no increated Being ; fuch is the 
heavenly City : Therefore, That which hath an ArchiteCt and Builder, is no 
increated Being; ſuch is the heavenly City : Therefore, —— That which is an Et- 
tet proceeding from ſome other Cauſe, is no increated Being 3 ſuch is the Glo- 
ry of Heaven : Therefore, -—— Matth. 20. 23. To fit on my rizht-hand, and on my 
left, is not mine #0 give ; but it ſhall be given to them for whom it 1s prepared. 
Matth. 25. 34. Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you. 
John 14. 2, 3. 1n my Father's Houſe are many Manſions 1 go to prepare a place for 
you ; and if I go and jrepare a place for you, Twill come again, and receive you 
unto my ſeif, that where Iam, there you may be aiſo, That which is prepared of God 
for Believers after this life, 1s no increated Being ; ſuch is the Glory of Heaven : There- 
fore, That which is given of God as an Inheritance, is no increated Being 3 ſuch is the 
Glory of Heaven : Therefore I need fay no more of this, only conclude with fome 
Paſſages out of learned Norton, as a Confirmation of what hath been aflerted and proved : 
Orthod. Evang. p. 329. The beatifical Viſion is that clear ſight of God wherein conſiſteth 
Bleſſedneſs. It is called Viſion, becauſe of its clearneſs ; Beatifical, becauſe it makes 
the ſeer bleſſed. Tis a created fight of the increated Good.P.133,134. The light of Glory 
is a ſupernatural glorious influx,concurring with,and enabling of the inherent Principle of 
the glorified Underſtanding to ſee God. The Schoolmen ſay, Lumen Glorie eſt per- 
feftio ſuperaddita, qua intelleftus fit efficax, ſeu confortatur ad videndum Deum. The 
Light of Glory 1s a pertection ſuperadded to the Underſtanding, whereby it is enabled 
to ſee God. Others, Lumen Glorie eſt attualis illuſtratio z 1. e. Influxus Det ſuperna- 
turalis elevans intelletum ad viſionem Eſſentig Divine. It is an actual Illuſtration ; 
z. e. a ſupernatural influx elevating the Underſtanding unto the Vifion of the Divine Eſ- 
ſence. Or, LumenGloriz eſt zpfe concurſus ſupernaturalis Beatifici objefti quatenus 
per illum objeitum ſtud ſeipſum immediate intelletui manifeſtat, efficiendo cum intel- 
lefu beatificam viſionem. It is a ſupernatural concourſe of the beatitical Object, imme- 
diately manifeſting it ſelf to the Underftanding, together with the Underſtanding cauſing 
a molt bleſſed Viſton. : | 

God intending to make a Creature happy, gives it a Principle capable to under/tand 
and enjoy himſelf, the Object of that Principle to be underſtood and enjoyed. No Crea- 
ture is capable of happineſs or miſery, but the reaſonable Creature: There could be net- 
ther Heaven nor Hell, the Joys of the one, nor the Pains of the other, without under- 
ſtanding. A perfect union of the higheſt created Principle with the increated Object, 
makes Bleſledneſs. 

The laſt Argument I ſhall mention, is this: It inherent Grace be an increated Being, 
it is either the habit or exerciſe of Grace that is ſo ; but neither of theſe is an increated 
Being : Therefore, —— WS 

The habit of Grace is infuſed into the Soul by the Spirit of God; it is a Work - ws 
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Holy Ghoſt ; being infuſed into the Soul, it cannot continue its exiſtence there, witl-. 
out freſh recruits and ſupplies from above ; it cannot put forth it ſelf into act, without 
{ome ſpecial afliſting intiuences from him that planted it there at firſt, Fohn 15. 5. 2 Cor, 
3+ 5- Therefore it 1s not the habit of Grace that is an increated Being: 

It is not Greee tn its exerciſe that is an increated Being ; for that 1s only an at of the 

Soul, ſantt:fied by the Sjzrit of God ; and as ſuch, it hath always ſome imperfection at- 
tending it, till we get to Heaven ; Phil. 3 12, 13, 14. I ſhall here omit ſeveral things 
that might pertinently be brought under this head, and only ſpeak to ſome particular 
Graces as they are aCted by us, and ſhall feave it to the whole religious and rational 
Univerſe to judge , whether any thing that's ated by us, can be an increated Be- 
ing. 
What is tle Grace of Repentance but a ſanctified Soul's exerciſing a god!y Sorrom for 
all known Sins paſt, together with ſincere, fixed purpeſes, and effettual endeavours by 
drome aſſiſtances, to forſake ſin for time to come ? Plal. 51. 1, 2,3, 4,5, 7,9, 14+ Ezek. 
36. 31» Aech. 12.10. Matth. 26.75. Luke 15: 17, 18, 19. 

The Grace of Fazth is an act of a fanCtitied Soul, giving a credential aſſent to every 
known Scripture-Truth ; eſpecially to that great fundamental Truth, That there is no 
Salvation for Sinners, but by the Son of God, apprehended, applied, and believed in ; 
Atts 4. 12. 17T:m.1. 15. Itis to receive him as our All, and to refign up our ſelves to 
him in all we are and have; Fohn 1. 12. Col.2. 6,7, 1 Cor. 1. 30. 1 Fobn 5. 9, 10, 
II, 12. 

TheGrace of Love is the Soul's going out after God with the moſt intenſe Defites, 
after the cloſeſt Union and Communion that is attainable on this ſide Heaven ; P/a/. 73. 
25. Cant. 1. 7. Fobn 21.15. . 

Humility is the Soul's being exceeding iow in its own eyes, and not thinking of it- 
ſelf above what is meet; 1 Cor. 15. 9, 10. Eph. 3.8. 

Patience is the Soul's bearing afl Affictions, as coming from the Lord, without mur- 
muring or repining ; 1 Sam. 3.18. Iſaiah 39. 8. Micah 7.9. Job 1.21. Pſaim 
39. 9- 

Hope is a patient expectation of God's performing his gracious Promiſes, with holy re- 
ſolves to wait upon him, and keep his way, though tor ſome time he delay to make goed 
tiis Word ; Rom. $. 24, 25. 1 Pet. 1.13. 1 John 3. 2. 

the Fear of God is a holy awe and dread of the divine Majeſty, whereby the Soul is 
reſtrained and deterred from Sin, chiefly becauſe it is an ofience to God ; Ger. 39. 9. 
Hoſ. 3. 5- Rom. 6. 1. 7; 

Meekneſs is a Grace of God, whereby the Heart and Aﬀections of a Man, are inclined 
unto a mild and loving," a kind and courteous Carriage towards others, even when he 
might be provoked to anger ; Numb. 12. 4. Prov. 34. 29. and 15. 18. and 
16. 32. 

Zeal eſt indignatio de its concepta que indigne fiunt aut fiert preſumuntur adverſus 
Deum &5 gloriam upſins, ſimulq; ardens glor:@ Dei promovende & propagande ſtu- 
dium. It 1isa holy Indignation that the Soul hath againſt Sin, and an ardent Aﬀection 
to promote and advance the Glory of God, ashe hath a Call, and 'in the place that Pro- 
vidence hath ſet him , P/al. 69. 9. Fohn 2. 17. Exod. 32. 19, 20. Numb.25.6, 7,8, 


P/al. 106. 3o. . ; 
Having ſufficiently explained and confirmed this Pofition, The whole of Man is a meer 


Creature ; and there u nothing in the beſt of Men that 1s au increated Being ; 1 can- 
not contentedly paſs from this, without putting All upon making fore improvement 
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Labour to-be well grounded and thoroughly eſtabliſhed in this, as a great Trath of ja- 
fallible certainty, and it wil! conſiderably conduce as 2 means, by the Ble:iing of God, ta 
keep you everlajiing y low in your cwn eyes 1 Pet: 5.5. Be cloathed with humility, 
Ty Tamuregegoi my ty muBrumnor, quaſi dicat, Arte vobrs aſtrnigite, innodatam ba: 
bete : Kwupts lignities a Knot ; metapoora videtur ſumpra a nenere veſtiments in 1% 
dum conſtrifts :; Put on Humility, as that which ties all other Graces together ; looſen 
this, and all the re{t are looſened, It is derived of TaTurgpore, quod eff pumiliter de fe 
ſentire, to think meanly of ones felf. Philoſophers made this a Vice 3 but the Apoitle 
commands and conumends it. Bernard detines it thus : Huini/::as eft virtus qua homa 
veriſſim2 ſui agnitione ſiox 1p/i vale/cit. Others, that *tis a habit of Mind contrary to 
Arrogancy; it wakes a Man ingenuonlly to acknowledge what he is, without arrogating 
to himſelf more than is due :. Rom. 12. 3. For, Tſay, through the Grace given unto me, 
ro every Man that 15 among you, not to think of himſelf more highly than he ought ; but 
to think (oberly, according as God hath dealt to every Man the meaſure of Faith : 
uy UTrepaporar mae 9 I's groreiv © ne ſapiat plus quam oportet ſapere; i.e. ne firs immo- 
dice p.aceat ut ſuper bi E ambitioſiſolent, qui ſibi videntur plus ſapere quam revera ſa- 
prant. Let no one be immoderately tickled with a fancy that be hath more in him than 
really he hath : Let no one think himſelf wiſer than really he 1s ; but to think ſoberly, 
"ana proves £5 T9 ogegvev * ſed ſapiat ad ſobrietatem ; but let him be wiſe to ſobrie- 
ty. Sobrietatem hic mtelligit non corporis ſed animi ; i. e. modeſtiam qua ſibi n?c 
arrogat quod non habet, nec de eo quod accept gloriatur, qui etiam vitat eaque cu 
riofitas & ſtultitia ſeire avent, Let every one of you think modeitly of himſelf. Aqs- 
deſty will not ſutter a Man to ſay he hath that which he hathmot, or to boaſt of what he. 
hath; and it reſtrains hinx from ſeeking after, and ftudying ſuch things as Curioſity aud 


Folly covets to know. 


That this may be as a Nail driven to the head, and faſtened by the great Maſter of the 
Aſſemblies, 1 judge it neither impertinent nor. unuſeful to prefent you with ſome 
weighty Conjiderations, which, by the Bleiling of God, may keep every Man low its 
his own eyes, as long as he lives. 


].- When Man was in his beſt eſtate at firſt, endowed with Knowledge, Wiſdom, and 
true Holineſs, there was even then a poſſibz/zty of his Apoſtaſie : Impeccabi/zty was no part 
of his Eſſence ; that 1s eſſential only to God. As Adam had a poſſe non peccare ; fo 
alſo there was a poſſe peccare : He was not placed ſo high, but he might fall, and that - 
low enough. This ſhould have kept him low, and fo it ſhou!d us to this 


day. 


FH. As often as we call to mind that that poſſibz/ity was reduced into aCt, that's enough 
to humble us as long as the World laſts. That may remain a. ſtanding De:non!tration ta 
the ilaniverſe, That the beſt of Creatures is but a Creature at belt ; liable to tin, -and to 
br::p :niſery upon it ſelf. Our Proto-Parents did fin in eating the forbulden fruit ; and 
tht 11n of tieirs did virtually and interpretatively carry all fin in it. ſt was 9n0ntrour 
Ingratiti' ie ; it was the Creature's lifting up it ſelf againſt its Creator ; it was queition- 
ing the Truth of God's Word, and hearkning unto the Dictates of the Devil, the great 
Enemy of Mankiud, and a Lyar from the beginning, rather than unto God, who 13a 
great Lover of Mankind, and who is Veracity and Truth it ſelf. It was not only tampe= 
ring with the Temptation, but alſo complying therewith, and yi-lding thereunto.. It- 


was the hazarding the loſs,of all Temporals, Spirituals, and Eteraals, tor a Trifle, -for a 
matter - 
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matter of Nothing, for an imaginary, not a real pleaſure : It was diſcontent with their 
preſent Condition, without any colour or ſhadow of Reaſon; their Sin was intolerable 
Pride : The Worm that was newly crept out of the Dult, aſpired after a Deity ; they 
muſt forſooth be like God, knowing good and evil ; but by climbing too high, they 
got a fall. Curioſity was their Sin ; they mult pry into the Secrets of God, and meddle 
with matters too high for 'em. Wantonneſs was their Evil ; though they had all the 
choice that Paradiſe afforded, yet their over-dainty Palates luſted after the forbidden 
Fruit. Sacrilzge was their Sin ; the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil,” was of a 
facramental and fignificant Uſe ; and to alienate Things ſacred to another uſe, than what 
they were inſtituted for, is a great profanation of the Ordinance of God. They were 
guilty of Murder in the higheſt degree, in murdering not only their own Bodies and 
Souls, but alſo the Bodies and Souls of the whole Race of Mankind. - Preſumption was 
their Sin, they ventured to violate an expreſs divine Precept, preſuming that God would 
ſhew Mercy to them when they had ſo done. 


LIE. The firſt Man became not only guilty of eating the forbidden Fruit, but alſo that 
act of his was imputable, and to be imputed to all that were in his Loins by natural 
Generation. Rom. 5. 12. By one Man ſin entered into the World, and death oy ſin. 

Ver. 19. By one Man's Diſobedience many were made Sinners. In Adamo 

Muſcul. omnes futmus, in lumbis ejus. We were all in the Loins of offending Adam. 

As Levi is ſaid to have paid Tythes in Abraham before he was born, Heb. g. 

10. So we ſinned in Adam before we had a Being. Omnes in Adamo pec- 

Auguſt. caverunr, _-_ omnes unus ille fuerunt, All were entangled in Adam's 

Sin, becauſe all were folded up in Adam's Perſon. Adam was onez Non 

tantum in individuo ſed in ſpecie. He was not only an Individual, or ſingle Perſon, 

but alſo the common Root, Parent, Head, and Repreſentative of Mankind. As ſoon as 

his Iflue are in a Capacity to commit ſin, they do by their aCtings approve of what he 

did. The Language of their Lives,if not of their Lips, is this : If that which Adam did were 

to be done again, we would do it ; and if we had been in his place, we ſhould have done 
the ſame as he did. 


TV. As in one all finned, and became liable to Death ; fo now we have fin in our Na- 
ture by propagation from our more zmmediate Parents. We come now from the 
Womb, not only diveſted of the Image of God, which we had in Adam before the 
Fall, but alfo inveſted with the Image of the evil One, which Adam and all our Parents 
have had ever fince the Fall : No Toad is more full of Venom, nor Serpent of Poiſon, 
than our Nature is now of Sin : O how ſhould this cauſe us, with the Leper, to cry 
out, Unclean, unclean ; we do even loath and abhorr our ſelves, that our Nature is fo 
prone to that which is evil, and ſo averſe from that which is good : Gen. 5. 3. Gen. 6. 5. 
Fob 14. 4. Pſal. 51. 5. Zer. 17. 9. Matth. 15. 19. 

V. Nature being ſo deeply depraved in all, and Sin being propagated by Parents to 
Children, from Generation to Generation, it muſt neceſlarily follow from hence, That 
Sinners in their lapſed eſtate, can do nothing towards their Reſtoration, or Redemption, 
from that unfathomable Abyſs, and profound depth of Sin and Miſery, into which they 
have plunged themſelves. When Man comes from the Womb),he is the moſt helpleſs of all 
Animals,as to things of this Life, much more as to the things of a. better Life : Rom.5.6. 

When we were yet without ſtrength, in due time Chriſt died forthe ungodly : 

Pol.Syn, Govmwy 1uay a vor,cum eſſemnus infirmi morbo peccati,uaris peccatorum lan- 
guoribus detenti. When we were ſick of Sin, that was the fad ſpiritual Diſeaſe 

which 
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which had fiezed ow Souls, when by reafon of ſo many Sins that had taken kot of us, 
we were ina Conſumption and languiſhing Condition, Cum eſſimus nullis viiibus, 
Spiritualibus donts © wviribus penitits deſtituti, ſicut cadaver dicitur & R125, 1 Cor, 
15. 43- when we are wholly deſtitute of Spiritual Gifts and Strength, as a Carcaſe or 
dead Body is called Weak ; 1: 7s forrn in weakneſs =——— for the U; godly, UTRg b45- 
Bay a'mJavs, denotat conditionem hominum 1.04 modo 14/orum, ſed ujgue adeo in ma- 
{zt1a ſua perditorum, ut nuila ullis vis ſuperſir, qui jalutem recuperare peſſint. Chrilt 
dicd for us not only when we were Sinners, but when we had gone fo far in Sin and 
Wickednels, that we could do nothing towards the Salvation of our own Souls. Auſim 
wertere, Cumeſſem:ts mortui ; tor ſo the Seventy do oiten in the Old Tettament take 
e&Ixye5 in this Sence, 2jal.g. 3. Dan. 11. 19, 33, 41-cum pro peccatis Fiiſtatia Det {a- 
tisfacere, noſmet ab ira Der & more v19dicare non poteramus ; proinde vr;:dice alio 
& /ervatore egebamus, when we were in no capacity to fatisfie Divine Juitice for our 
Sins, or to grapple with the Wrath and Anger of God, or with Death, when our Cir- 
cumſtances were ſuch, that we muit eternally periſh, 1f ſome other hid not interpoſed 
and ſtep'd in to act in the capacity of a Redeemer tor us. Rom. 5. 8. God commendeth 
his Love towards us, in that while we were yet Sinners, Chrift died for us, « vap]orar 
[av npar, while we were peccatores, z.e. nondum Reconciliati; fed inſtatu peccati, 
peccata peccatis addentes, peccatis dedits, in quibus regnat peccatum, in peccairs 
mortui, ut vox peccatores accipitur Luc. 7. 34. Fob. 9.31. 1 Foh. 1.9. and 3.8. 
Chriſt died for us when we were unreconciled to God, in a State of Sin, adding Sin 
to Sin, when we had given up our felves to work Wickednels with greedineſs and delight, 
when we were in Sins and Treſpaſles. 


VI. This 15not the whole of lapſed Man's Miſery, that Nature is deeply depraved in 
him, and that he 1s helpleſs, hopeleſs, irremedileſs, as to. any thing that himſelt or Crea- 
tures can do for him ; but that he hath no due Senſe of. b:s Sin or Miſery ; he thinks 
that it is better with him than it 1s ; he does not with a due Sertonſnefs fzek. unto God 
for Relief ; he does not ſo mich as enquire the way to Heaven and eternal Happineſs. fa, 
65. 1. lam /ougit of them that asked not for me ; Iam found of them that ſought me 
not, H'f. 2. 23. Rom. 9.25, 26. Whatever God does for any, all is only of his Frez 
Love, and Rich Grace, Deur. 7. 6, 7, 8. Eph. 1.3, 4,5, 6,7.and 2. 4, 5, 6,7, 8.2 Tim. 
t. 9,10. TiH-3- I 41%. © 


VII. Take Man now in his lapſed Eſtate, and put him into ſome part of the World 
where nothing is known or heard of Salvation for Sinners by the Son of God, and there 
is nothing in him that does or can tell him of this or any ſuch thing. When Peter 
made that ſhort, but ſubitantial Conte.iton, Thou are Chrij? the Son of the (zving God, 
Jeſus ſaid unto him, Bleſſed art thou For Fleſh and Blood hath not revealed at 
unto thee, but my Father which is in Heaven, Matth. 16.13, 14, 15, 16. Chriſt, 
points at his Humane Nature ; Son of God, at his Divine Nature. He 1s God as well as Man, 
and equal with the Father, Foh. 19. 6 Tyou art, points at the Unity of his Perlon ; the 
Divine and Humane Nature united in him were but one Perfon. Chriſt being no proper, 
but an Appellative Noun, points at his Office ; Thou art ke who art te An5nred, called 
and qualified with Gifts and Graces tor tie Worx and Office of a Mediator : Thou art a 
King, Prieſt, and Prophet, and 1 do accept of thee as ſuch to be my King, Prieit, and Pro- 
phet : If ever my Heart is ſubdued to thy (elf thou muſt do thatrfor me as my King : If 
ever my Perſon or Pertormances hive Acceptance with God, it muſt be by that Sacriiice 


which the great High Prieit once offered for ail ; If ever 1 have any ſaving Knowledge 
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of Supernatural Truths, it muſt be by this Prophet. I receive him-as my King in this 
reſpect, that what Laws arid Ordinances he hath enjoined me to obſerve, I do freely and 
readily fubje&t my ſelf thereunto, and do come unto himſelf for Power, whereby I 
' may be enabled fo to do: And 1 makeuſe of him as my Prophet, to teach me what 
are his Ordinances, -and what is that Obedience which he expects and requires : I receive 
bim as my King , and thereforeT little value any oppoſition I may meet with from Men 
or Devils on the account of my being a Follower of Chriſt ; for I expe&t Prote:0n, 
Safeguard, and Defence from him againſt them, and the worſt they can do, As often 
as ] make Addreſſes to God, it's only in the name of Chriſt, as my Prieſt; and what- 
ever he hath purchaſed for me by his death; I look tobe put in Poſſeflion thereof by his 
Interceſſion ; and I make uſe of him as my Prophet {till more and more, to in/trut me 
what are the Benefits which redound to me by his Death and Interceſſion, and every 
thing elſe that is needful for me to know and believe, in order to the eternal Salvation of 
my Soul ; and all this by his Word, by his Ordinances, and by his Spirit, accompany- 
ing his Word and Ordinances. All this and much more 1s in this ſhort Creed, Thou are 
Chriſt the Son of the living God. Bleſſed art thou=——Fleſh and Blood hath not re- 
vealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in Heaven ; i. e. The Contents of this 
Creed no Man hath dictated to thee ; neither are they the Product of what is in thy 
ſe!f : Theſe are Principles which the Light of Nature teach not ; they are originally of 
4 Heavenly Extract ; they come. from above, from the Father of Lights, and the Fa- 
therof Spirits; thou couldelt never have known theſe things concerning the Natures, 
Perſon, and Offices of Chriſt, thou couldeſt never have known him to be the Meſſiah 
and Saviour of Sinners, if thou hadit not been told it from without. 


Obje. We do not ſay, That the Knowledge of Supernatural Truths is attainable-by 
the Light of Nature ; but Chriſt being now come into the World, he hath given a 
Meaſure of his Spirit to all ; and if they would but hearken thereunto, it would teach 
them all things. 

Anſiw. Notwith{tanding of Chriſts being come into the World, there are none that 
go actually participate of his Spirit, or Spiritual Benefits by him, but by the Goſpel 
preach'd to them, by ſuch as are called, commitlion'd, and authorized thereunto. Rom. 
10. 13,14, 15, 16, 17. Whoſoever ſhall call upon the Name of the Lord ſhall be ſaved. 
How then ſhall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how ſhall they be- 
lieve in bim of whom they have not heard 2 and how ſhall they hear wit hout a Prea- 
cher 2 and how ſhall they preach except they be ſent 2--So then, Faith cometh by hearing, 
and hearing by the Word of God. God doth not ordinarily Work Faith, or any -other 
Grace in them that are adult, but by the preaching of the Goſpel, 2 Cor. 5. 19, 20. 
-1 Cor. 1.21, 22, 23. After that in the Wiſdom of God, the World by Wiſdom knew not 
Ged, it pleaſed God by the fooliſhneſs of preaching to ſave them that believe 
1 Cor. 2. 9, 10, 11.The whole of Supernatural Revelation that is needful for ns to know, 
believe, and practiſe is contained in the Sacred Scripture, 2. T:m. 3. 14, 15, 16, 17. 
—All Scripture is given by in/piration of God, and is profitable for Deerine, for 
Reproof, for Corref:on, for inſtruftion in Righteouſneſs, that the Man of God may 
be perfeft, throughly furniſhed unto all Good Forks. And we have no ground to look 
for any gracious ACts and Operations of the Spirit on us, but by the Scripture, Fob. 16. 
13,14. When, the Spirit of Truth is come, he will guide you into all truth : For he ſhall 
not ſpear of himſe'f ; but whatſoever he ſhall hear,that he ſhall ſpeak,---He ſhall g lorifie 
me, he ſhall recetve of mine, and ſhall ſhew it 1nto you--- Joh. 14.26. But the Comfor - 
&er, which is the Holy Ghoſt, whom the Father will ſend in my Name, he ſhall teach you 
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all things, and bring all things to your Remembrance, whatſoever I bave ſaid unto you, 
The Spirit brings no new unſcriptural Revelations, only makes us to underſtand Scrip- 
eure-Truths which we underſtood not before, and as there is occation, brings fuch Screp- 
eure-Truths to our remembrance as we had forgotten. 


VIII. When Man is told whatGod hath done in order to his Recovery,and what he is to 
do in order to his reaping the benefit and advantage of the Redemption wrought,for him 
by the Meſſiah, ſuch is the blindneſs of his Mind, and perverſeneſs of his Will, that if 
left to himſelf, he chuſes rather to continue in Sin, than to be ſaved from it, and to 
relt upon his own poor Services, Sacritices, and Duties for Juſtification and Salvation, 
than upon the Righteouſnets of Chriſt. Let this or ſome ſuch DoCtrine as this be preach- 
ed to the Apoſtate Poſterity of Adam : Great was the Breach that Sin had made between 
God and you. If you had ftretcin'd your Inteiletuals to the utmoſt, you could never 
have found out a way how an Accommodation could have been accompliſhed between 
the Moſt High and you, a Law being eſtabliſhed with 2 San&ion, threatning Death, 
Temporal, Spiritual, and Eternal to the Tranſgreffors. He being Fuſt and Righte- 
ous, how could Mercy be ſhewed to them, without zmpeachment to Fuſtice > No 
Created Being was able to make ſatisfaction for the Wrong and Injury that was done ; 
therefore a Sacrifice would not have bezn accepted from Angels nor trom Man ; who ha- 
ving Guilt upon him, could not have ſtood before the Wrath of the Almighty ; who, 
when Angry buta little, tears in pieces, and there is no delivering out of his Hand : And 
if neither Angels nor Men can make Atcnement for Sin, much lefs can the refit of the 
Creation : A Thouſand of Rams, and Ten thouſand Rivers of Oil, fignitie nothing in 
this Caſe : The offended Party finds ont a Ranſom, and accepts of the ſame, Rom. 3. 
25, 26. 1 Foh. 2.2. Matth. 3.17. 2 Cor. 5. 19. Eph. 1.6. Col. 1. 20,21, 22. Tell 
them, that in and through Chrift there is Grace and Mercy with God for the greateſt 
of Sinners, if they are found eruly repenting of Sin, and believing on the Lord Feſus. 
T/a. 1. 16,17, 18. and55. 7. 1 Foh. 1. 9. Foh,3. 16. 1 Tim. 1-15. A&. 3. 19 and 
10.43. and 13. 3$, 39. Tell them, if they fay they have no power to repent or be- 
lieve, A#. 5. 31. God hath exalted his Son to be a Prince and a Saviour, togive Re- 
pentance and Remiſſion of Sin ; and Faith is the Gift of God, Eph 2.8. Pjul.1. 29, 
Heb, 12.2. 1/4. 45.22. Look unto me all the Ends of the Earth, and be ſaved. Grace 
is in your offer ; be not fo fooliſh as to refuſe your own Mercies; this is the accepted 
time, this is the day of Salvation. 2 Cor. 6.2. Conſider the things that belong to your 
Peace, while your day of Grace laſts, leaſt afterwards it be too late, Luk, 19. 42. —— 
Who would think bat rational Beings, indued with immortal Souls, which will bc e- 
ternally miſerable or happy, will eftectually mind that which is indiſputabiy both their 
Duty and Intereſt, having all this and much more laid before them : Sure they will now 
for ever abandon every known Stn, and reſign up themſelves entirely to the Condut of 
Chriſt : But, alas, alas, here is matter of Lamentation ; the King of Glory knocks at 
our Door, Rev. 3. 20. but who opens for him to come in? He ſtretches out his Hand 
all day long to a rebellious, ititi-necked People, I/a. 65.1. Roms. 10. 21. I/a. 49. 
4.and 53.1, Cant. 5.2, 3. Prov. 9. 1, 2,3, 4, 5, 6 —=Matth. 22.2, 3, 4, 5. Joh'5. 
40. 2 Cor. 4. 3, 4- . ; 

IK. When Sinners are left to the Corruptions of their own Hearts, they are not only 
fo fooliſh as to ſlight the offers of Grace, but alfo ſo deſperately wicked, as to ſet them- 
ſelves with all their might againſt the Goſpel, and the propagation of it. They will by 
no means admit that Chriſt ſhould reign over themſelves, Luke 19. 14. As far as in them 


lies, he ſhall not reign in others. They enter not into the Kingdom of Heaven 2 
D elves ; 
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ſelves. ; they fufſer not others to enter, March. 23. 13- They perſecute them that 
preach, profeſs, and prattiſe the Goſpel with any Seriouſneſls. A. 7. 51,53, $7,58, 
59. AF. 8. 1, 2,3. At. 9. 1. AR. 17.1, 2, 4, 4,5 1 Theſe. 14,15, 16. 


X&. Nature is now fo deeply depraved in all, that nothing ſhort of an effectual Work 
of the Holy Ghott can renew, fandtitie, and change it : This is a Work too high for 
Nature improved to the utmoit; Nature cannot produce a Supernatural Effect, 
Foh. 3. 6. Art and Edvcation can confiderably a:co:mpliſh Nature, but they cannot 
new make it. When there is no more than mere Humane Inſtitution and Inſtru- 
tion, they cannot cauſe all old thingsto paſs away, and all things to become new. 
This is- too high for the moſt refined Philoſophy, ancient, or modern, taught by 
Socrates, Pythagoras, Plato, or Ariſtotle : It is not Academical Learning can reach 
this : It is not being under the moſt powerful and Spiritual Miniſtry : It 1s not the moſt 
Argumentative Moral Swations made uſe of by Men : It 1s not a Man's* own Deſires, 
Endeavours, Reſolutions, Promiſes, Vows, Covenants and Engagements, to forſake all 
and every Sin : Tt isnot being in the external Practice of all Religious Duties: It is not 
being of this or t'other Perſuaſion, ſubmitting to this or tother Ordinance, being of 
this or other Church, and receiving the Sacrament, that changes Nature: For all theſe 
things may be, where there is no Heart-Renovation. 7oh. 3. 3+ Verily, Verily, IT ſay 
unto thee, except a Man be born again, he cannot ſee the Kingdom of God. The 
' Fews, eſpecially the Phariſees, had a Notion, Univerſo Iſraeli eft portio in mundo 
Futuro, hoc eſt, in fruitione Meſſie, nec omnino neceſſariam eſſe anims renovationem. 
They thought their being the Children of Abraham, without being renewed in the 
Spirit of their mind, would entitle them to the Fruition of the Me{iah. Chriſt cor- 
rects this Miſtake of theirs, and inſtructs them of the neceſſity of Regeneration. A 
Soul-ſanCtifying Work of the Holy Ghoſt muſt paſs upon you here, if ever you hope 
for the Glory of Heaven hereafter. The ſame Truth is reiterated ter. 5. that Nicos 
demns, and all others concerned, might take the more ſpecial notice thereof, till it be 
impreſſed upon their Hearts, and till they know it in their own Experience. Very, 
verily, T ſay unto thee, except a Man be born of Water and the Spirit, 4. e. ex Spiraru 
exerente vim Aque, he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God. There is nothing 
ſhort of the Divine Power and Efficacy of the Spirit of the Lord can cleanſe Souls 
polluted with Sin, Ezek. 36. 25. They tat are Spiritually dead, and in an unregene- 
rate Eitate, can no more change their Natures, than they that are in the Grave can give 
themſelves a RefurreCtion from the dead, Eph. 2. 1,2,3,4, 5, 6. There are ſuch Acts 
of Omnipotence exerted and put forth in the Work of Regeneration, as was put forth 
in railing Chriſt from the dead, Eph. 1. 15, 16, 17, r$, 19, 20. Tit. 343, 4,5: 


XI. Even after the Spirit of God hath been effectually at work upon the Soul, and 
hath infuſed Supernatural Habits of Saving Grace, there is that which may till keep him 
humbie and low in his own Eyes. Many particulars might be mentioned under this 
Head; but I ſhall content my ſelf with mentioning only a few. 


1. Notwithftanding the Spirit of God hath been effectually at work upon the Soul, 
there is not preſently an utter extirpation of Sin, Grace is not without ſome mixture of 
Nature, there 1s F/eſh as well as Spirie, Gal. 5-17. 1 Foh. 1, $, 10. Eccleſ. 7. 20. 
Prov. 20. 9. 7am. 3+ 2. 

2. Though where true Grace 1s,it will make refitance againſt in-dwelling Sin,yet ſome- 
times the latter may have the better of the former ; Grace may be over-poured by Car- 

ruption, 
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ruption, and that does often create no ſmall diſturbance to a gracious Perſon. Roms. 7. 
21,22, 23, 24.---T ſee another Law in my Members warring againſs the Law of my 
Mind, and bringing me znto captivity to the Law of Sin—©O wretched Man that I 
am—— T4A&impCr tu avipomes gerumnoſus—1. e, perpetuis iniſta luta angort- 
bus divexatus ; The Combats and Conflicts which I have with the Corruptions of mine 
own Heart do create me a continual Vexation and Anguiſh of Soul. Per/iſt#t 1mm Me- 
taphora Athlete, qui poſt gravem lutam tandem nolens volens captivus ducitur ; He 
perſiſts in the Metaphor of a Wreſtler, who after a great Conteſt, is at laſt carried a- 
way captive by force, and ſore againſt his Will. 

3. Even they that have true Grace may, in an hour of Temptation, and when left to 
themſelves, fall into ſome hainous and ſcandalous Sin,whereby the Spirit of God is grieved, 
peace of Conſcience interrupted, Communion with God loſt, Religion wounded, and 
all forts, good and bad, ſcandalized : Noah, Lor, David, and Peter, are fad Inſtances for 
the Exemplification of this Aﬀertion, Gen. 6. 9. with Gen. 9.21. 2 Per. 2. 7,8. with 
Gen. 19. 30, 31, 32, 33. 2 Sam. 1 .and 12. Chap. Matt. 26. 69.-- to the end of the 
Chapter. 1 Cor. 10. 12. Wherefore let him that thinks he ſtands, take heed leſt he fall. 
Rom. 11.20. Becauſe of unbelief they. were breken off, ana thou ſtandeſt by Faith, be 
not high-minded, but fear. 

4. When a Man hath fallen into a ſcandalous Sin, it is not all the Grace he hath that 
will recover him to Repentance, or reſtore to him the Holy Joys and Spiritual Comforts 
which he once had : There muſt be ſome freſh Manifeſtations of Sin-pardoning Grace, 
together with ſome freſh Influences of the Spirit accompatiying the ſame : It will be 
like to coſt him many a Tear and Prayer before he re-enjoy that ſweet Communion 
which once hehad; there muſt be a renewed exerciſe of Repentance. Read P/al. 5 x. 
throughout : Have mercy upon me, O Lord, according unto the multitude of thy ten- 
der Mercies, blot out my Tranſgreſſions. Waſh me throughly from my Iniquity, and 
cleanſe me from my Sin : For I acknowledge my Tranſgreſſion ; and my Sin 15 ever be- 
fore me. —— Make me to hear joy and gladneſs ; that the Bones which thou haſt bro- 
hen may rejaice———— Reſtore unto me the joy of thy Salvation ; and uphold me with 
thy free Spirit. 

5. Though ſome may have a great deal of Grace, yet they may be exerciſed with 
divine Deſertion to that degree, that the moſt comfortable Conſiderations that can be 
ſuggeſted to them from the Scriptures, by the moſt Holy and Learned Minitters, and 
molt experienced Chriſtians, can adminitter no Conſolation to their Spirits, till the 
Lord himſelf come and do it. P/al. 77. 2, 3 —My Soul refuſed to be comftorted 
ver. 7, 8, 9. Pſal. 88, throughout, ver. 3, 4, 5, 6,7, 13,14, 15, 16. Foy 6.4. They 
Arrows of the Almighty are within me ; the Poiſon whereof drink-th up my Spirit. 
The Terrors of God do ſet themſelves in array againſt me, Fob 34. 29. Pſal. go. 11. 
I/as 50. 1o. and 61. 1, 2,3. Luke 4. 17,18. 1/a. 50.4. and 42. 1,2, 3. Matt. 13. 
18, 19,20. Iſa. 40.11. Exck. 34. 15, 16. John 21.15. Y 
6. Though Grace isa great Excellence, it does not exempt perſons that have it from 
Afictions ; during their Pilgrimage here, the great Sovereign afflicts the Good as well 
as the Bad, Fob 9. 22. He deſtroys the Perfeft and the Wicked, Fer. 18. 6. Dan. 
4. 35. Fob 9. 12. Eccleſ. 9. 1,2. Nay, many times they that are God's pe- 
culiar ones, his ſpecial Favourites, are afflicted more than others, Amos 3 2. Ho. 
4+ 17- Dan. 12. 10. Hoſ. 14. 9. Rev. 22.11. They have that in them which 
may procure the Rod now and then, and it is needful they ſhould have it, 1 Per. 1. 
6,7. It is to humble them under a Senſe of ſome Sin or other, not throughly repented 


' of, Fob 36. 7,8. Fer.31.13. Luke 15. 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19. It 18to purge out ſome 
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peecant Humours that have beer predominant in their Souls, Iſai. 27. 9. and 4. 4. Itis 
to make them walk more cloſe with God for time to come, Pfa!. 119. 67, 71. and to 
make them partakers of his Holineſs in ſome furtier meaſure and degree, Heb. 12. 10, 
11. It is to make them pray oftner and better than they were wont to do, Hof. 5. 15. 
Iſai. 26. 16. and 38. 1, 2- Pſal. 107.5, 6, and 116, 1,2, 3--- Itts to endear the 
Word of the Lord to them, to make them {tudy the Covenant of Grace, and the Promi- 
ſes thereof, to make ſure their Intereit therein, and that they may live the Life of Faith 
more than ever, Pſal. 1:9. 49, 50, 72,92. Feb 13.15. Hab. 1.17, 18, 1g. 1 Pet. x. 
6, 7- AffiiCtions of the Godly are Evidences of Divine Love, Prov. 3. 11, 12. Heb. 12. 
6, 7, 8. Rev. 3. 19. Itisto wean them more from this World, to fit them for Death, 
and prepare them for Eternity, 2 Cor. 4.17, 18. Rom. 8. 18. Fam. 1. 2, 3, 4+ Rom. 5. 
3,4» 5- Rom. $. 35, 36, 37, 38, 39. 2 Tim. 4. 6,7, 8. Atts 14. 22. Rev. 7.14, 15, 


16, 17. 

7. All the Grace that Men have, doth not privilege the Poſſeſſors thereof from being 
obnoxious to the Afſlaults of Satan; yea, by Divine Permiſſion, he may for ſome time 
ſeveral ways prevail againſt them. Hence it is that we are exhorted to be ſober and vigi- 
tant, becauſe our Adverſary, the Devil, as a roaring Lion, walketh about, ſeeking whom 
he may devour, whom we are to reſiſt, ſtedfaſt in the Faith, 1. Pet. 5. 8,9. To be 
firong in the Lord, and in the Power of bu Might ; to put on the whole Armour of 
God, that we may be able to ſtand againſt the Wiles of the Devil : For we wreſtle not 
againſt Fleſh and Blood, but againſt Principalities, azamſt Privers, againſt the Ry- 
lers of the Darkneſs of this World, againſt Spiritual Wickedneſs tm High Places---.- 
above all taking theShield of Faith,whereby we ſhall be able to quench all the fieryDarts 
of the Wicked One, Eph. 6. 10, 11, 12, 13---16. TheLord does for holy and wiſe ends 
ſometimes give a kind of a providential Commiſſion to Satan againſt this, and the other 
Servant of his ; and then he will not be wanting to do his wortt againſt 'em ; when once 
he receives ſuch Power, he will inſtantly improve it to their diſadvantage. Fob 2. $. The 
Lord ſaid unto Satan, Behold all that he hath is in thy power ——and 2. 6. Behold 
he is in thine hand-——Let me ſhew you in ſome Particulars how far by Divine per» 
miflion the power of the evil One may extend it ſelf. 

1. He may not only :empr them to S:n, but alſo draw them to a compliance with 
the Temptation and Bart that he lays for 'em : His common Method 1s nrſt to tempt to 
Preſuwpticn, and then to deſpair, 2 Cor. 2 7, 11. Heſollicited our Proro-Parents to 
fin, and ceaſcd not till he 2ccompliſhed his Defign, Gen. 3. 1,2, 3, 4--:-He put it into 
the heart of Davzd to number the Peyple, when there_was no occaſion for any fuch 
thing, 1 Chron. 21. 1. 2 Sam. 24. 1---tor which his own heart ſmote him after be had 
done it, 2 Sam. 24. 10. and the Lord was diſpleaſed with him for it, 1 Chron, 21. rg. 
He made him ſenfible that be could quickly leiten their number ; and, accordingly, in 
Three Days tire there were 70000 of them cut off by the Plague, 2 Sam. 24. 15. 

2. He may, for ſome time, hinder the Work of the Lord in the Hands of them that 
areeminent for Grace and Holineſ*. 1 The. 2. 18. We would have come unto you, even 
1 Paul, once and azain; but Satan hindered us. He did all he could to obſtruct 
the Propagation of the Goſpel by my Miniltry ; and all the Grace I had was little 
enough to counterwine his Contrivarices, Projects, and Purpoſes. 

3. The Devil hath a great hand in ſowing the Seeds of Errors; and all the Grace; 
whether of Miniſters or People, proves of ſmall efficacy to hinder this Helliſh Work of 
his. Rev. 12. 15. The Serpent cajt out of his mouth Water as a Flood, after the Wa- 
man, that he mig/;t cauſe her to be carried away of the Flood. After the Chriſtians 


were delivered from their bloody Perfecutions under the Heathen Emperors, Arrian:ſm 
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eame in as a Torrent upon them ; and this Enemy had a hand in it. Antichriſtianiſn is a 
Sink of Errors, and it had its Original from zbe borrom/eſs Pit, Rev.g. 1,2, 3. Anti- 
chritt's coming/is atter tze working of Satan, with ail Power, and Signs, and lying 
Wonders, and witn all decetveabien:ſs of Unrighteouſneſs, 2 Thel. 2.9, 10. Though 
there have beer» many tamous both for Piety and Learning, who have bore a faithful 
Tetiimony ageinit the Errors of 4ntichriit ; yet by the Devil's Ailiitance he hath got 
great Footing in the World, and hith continued a long time, to advance his Kingdom 
and Intereit amor g them that bear the Name of Chriit. Rev. 13. 3, 4, 5- A the World 
wondred after the Beajt,and they worſhnpped the Dragon wich gave power to the Beaſt; 
and they worſhipped the Beajt, ſaying, Who is like unto the Beaſt? Who 1s able to 
make War with him ? Ava there was given unto hum 4 mouth (peakzng great Things, 
and Blaſphemies, and Puwer was given unto him to continue forty and two months. 

' 4. As the Devil is very active and induitrious to ſow the Seeds of Error among the Sons 
of Men; ſo alſo ſuch is his Subtilty, Cunning, Craft, and Art in deceiving, that ſone 
that are of the Churches of Chriſt may be infetted therewith, 2, Cor. 11. 14. He tranſ* 

' forms himſelf into an Aiige! of Light : He repreſents this or t'other Error as ſome G/o- 
rious Truth, as fore new Light not diicovered before. Gal. 1. 6. I marvel that ye are 
fo ſoon removed from him that called you unto the Grace of Chriſt unto another Goſpel. 
Gal. 3. 1. O fooliſh Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that you ſhould not obey the 
Truth---Their great Error was hearkening to the falſe Apoltles, who preach'd the Nece/- 
ſity of Circumciſion, and the Obſervation of the Moſarck Ceremontes, as well as Faith 
#n Chriſt, in order to their F1uſt:fication. 2 Cor. 11. 2,3. [ am jealows over you with a 
godly Fealouſie---leſt by any means, as the Serpent bepuiled Eve through his Subti(ty, 
ſo your minds ſhould be corrupted from the Simplicity that is in Chriſt, They had the 
Stoicks and Epicureans among them ; Philoſophers, who /augb'd at the Reſurretion, 
and taught that Inceſt, Aduitery, and Formication, were venial Sins, if at all unlawful : 
He had a holy Jealouſie left they ſhguld be drawn away to theſe Errors. Rev. 2. 14, 15. 
IT have a few things againſt thee, becauſe thou haſt there them that hold the Dorine 
of Balaam, who taught Balac tecaſt a Stumbling block before the Children of Iſ+ael, to 
eat Things ſacrificed to 1dols, and to commit Fornication : So alſo haſt thou them that 
hold the Dorine of the Nicolaitans, which thing Thate. This Church of Pergamus- 
had thoſe that maintained the Lawfulneſs of Fornication, and of eating things ſacrificed 
to Idols; and did, upon the Matter, juſtifie the Counſel which Ba/aam gave to Balac, 
to wit, That he ſhould ſend Moab:it1ſp Women to invite them to their Idolatrous Feaſts, 
and to allere them to commit Uncleanneſs with them, Numb. 25. 1--- with 31. 16--- 

5. He may, by divine Permiflion, have power over the Goods and Peoſſeſſions of gra- 
ciows Perſons. Fob was ſuch a Man, that there was none like him in the Earth, perfect 
and upright, one that feared God and eſchewed Evi, Chap. 1.v.8. And yet all his 
Grace did-not ſecure his Subſtance from falling into the hands of the Devil, and thoſe that 
were acted by him. Chap. 1. v. 12, 13; 14, 15, 16, 17, 18. 19. After once the Lord 
had ſaid, 41/ that he hath is in thy power, waſting and deitruction quickly followed 
thereupon: The Oxen and the Aﬀſes are carried away by the Sabeans,and the Servants that 
look'd to them 1lain: Fire from Heaven falls upon the Sheep and the Servants, and 
conſumes them: The Chaldeans fell upon the Camels, and made a Prey of them ; 
a terrible Tempeſt blows down the Houſe where his Children were, and kills them al}, 

E The Devil may ſcare gr.cious Perſons with frightful Dreams, nocturnal Viſtons, 
2nd Apparitians. Fob 7.1 3,14. WhenT ſay, my Bed ſhall comfort me.my Cour! ſhall eaſe 
my Complaint; then thou ſcareſt me with Dreams, and terrifieſt me through Viſions : 


« That is (ſays Poo!) with fad and dreadful Dreams, ariling either from that ann 
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« Fumour whichis now fo fixed in me, and predominant over me, or from the Devil's 
« Malice, who by thy Permillion diſturbs me in this manner, thatIam atraid to go to ſleep, 
* 2nd my Remedy proves as bad as my Diſeaſe. Thou ſcareſt me--TheWord ignites, ſays 
« Cary!, To be caſt down proſtrate to the Ground with Fear. From the Diſeaſe and 
« Sickneſs of 7ob's Body, Satan took occaſion to raiſe Fumes, and ittr the pudled Hu« 
© moursof his Body up into his Brain ; out of which bis Fancy formed terrible Repre- 
&« ſentations to his Mind. As Melancholy is ſaid to be the Devil's Bath, ſo are other 
« diſeaſed fickly Humours ; in them he ſports himſelf and vexes Man As before 
<* when Satan by his Inſtruments took away all from him, he faid, The Lord taketh. 
«* So here, when Saran vexed him with Viſions, repreſenting horrid and fearful Specta- 
« cles; yet he ſays, Thou ſcare; me -— as pointing ſtill unto the Power and Providence 
<« of God, who hath all Second Cauſes, Saran and all, at his diſpoſe. 

7. The Devil may have Power over the Bodies of gracious Perſons to move them in 
2 ſhort time from one place to another. Mate. 4. 1. Chriſt was in the Wilderneſs ; from 
thence Satan took him up into the Holy City, and ſet him on a Pinacle of the Temple : 
ver. 5- and from thence to an exceeding high Mountain ———ver. 8. Here was a doy- 
ble, if not a treble remove : And if he had fo much Power over the Body of our 
bleiſed Redeemer, much{more over the Bodies of them that belong to him. 

8. He may torment the Bodies of Saints, and put them to a great deal of Pain. Fob 
2.6, 7, 8. The Lord ſaid unto Satan, Behold he is in thine hand, only ſave his Life, 
So went Satan forth from the Preſence of the Lord, and ſmote Fob with fore Boils, 
From the Sole of his Foot unto the Crown of his Head. And he took him a Potſherd 
to jcrape himſelf withal ; and he ſat down among the Aſhes. No ſooner hath he his 
Commiſſion but he puts it in execution inſtantly without delay. He [mote Fob 
The word, fays Cary/, ſignifies to ſtrike unto Death : It notes both the ſuddenneſs and 
vehemency of the Stroke ; it muſt at once wound both his Mind and his Body, on a ſud- 
den, in a Moment, to be filled with Sores, and cov&cd with a Scab and Boils. The 
Word ſignifies Vlcus ex catore ortum © ipne, inflammans corpus ; he did as it were kin- 
dle a Fire in the Bowels of 7ob, nflamedPiis Blood, and heated the humours of his Bo- 
dy. Vox Hebrea ſignificat ſcabiem ftediſſimam, qualis eſt Elephantiaſis ; He ſmote 
him with a moſt filthy Scab, ſuch asis the Leproſie, with the worſt and moſt torment- 
ing Boils ; no part of his Body was free, only his Tongue was untouch'd, that it might 
be at liberty to blaſpheme God. 

9. All the Grace that Men have is not able to keep the Devil from entring into their 
Bodies, and taking Poſleflion of them, if he hath permifion from God. Among fo 
many Demoniacks and poſſeſſed Perſons that we read of in the New Teſtament, it is 
more than probable there were fome had good in them, and were Objects of God's ſpe- 
cial Favour. Chriſt not only wrought miraculous Cures on ſuch, but he preached the 
Goſpel alſo where they were ; whereby we may underſtand, that he blefled them both 
with Temporal and Spiritual Blefings. Matt- 4.23, 24. and 8. 16, 17. with Iſa. 53.4. 
Mare. 8. 28, 29, 3o, 31,32. and 9. 32, 33. and 12. 22. Mark5.18, 19, 20. Luke 8. 
39. Att.$.5,6, 7, 8. and 10. 38. and 15. 16, 17, 18. and 19.11, 12. Mark 1. 23, 
24, 25, 26.27. Weread of few that were pofleſs'd under the old Teftament : But 
when the Meſſiah came into the World, the Devil raged more than before, and God 
ſuttered it tobeſo, that all might have a Demonſtration of the Divinity of Chriſt, of his 
great love to the Souls and Bodies of the Sinners of Mankind, and that the Sadduces 
” "i pa of that fooliſh Opinion of theirs, That there were no Spirits, 
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to. The Devil may have Power to kill the Bodies of them that have Grace. We ares 
bound to judge charitably of 7ob's Children 3 to be ſure fo good a Man as he gave 
them Religious Education ; he inftilled good Principles into them in their younger days; 
he pray'd for a Bleiling on the means made uſe of for begettirg Grace in them ; and yet 
the Devil killed them all at once, Fob 1. 19. compared with: ver. 12. Rev: 2. 10. The 
Devil ſhall caſt ſome of you into Priſon : And it 18 pait all peradventure, the Cruelty 
and inbumane Uſage which fome of the impriſoned ones had there from the Apents of 
the Evil One,pur a Period to their Days. As he hath been a Murderer from the beginning, 
John 8. 44. ſo chiefly of the Saints and Servants of God, Rev. 13. 7. Ir was given un- 
ro the Beaſt to make War with the Saints, and to overcome them—— And by whom 
is this Beaſt ated 2 From whom doth he receive his Commiition to be in Acts of Holti- 
lity againſt the Saints ? ver, 2. The Dragon gave him his Power, and his Seat, 


and his Authority. 


Thus you may ſee, that though Grace is one of the greateſt of created Excellencies, 
yet it hath not that init which can ſecure the Proprietors and Poſlefſors thereof from fal- 
ling under the Power of the Devil as to the forementioned particulars. 


It were eafie to enlarge here, and to give you many more humbling Conſiderations, 
but I am minded to draw towards a Cloſe, and therefore ſhall barely and briefly name a 
few things more, of which I may appeal to the Experience of moſt Gracious Perſons. 


Is it not matter of humbling toyou, That notwithſtanding of what Grace you have, 
you are ſtill ſo prone to Sin upon every Temptation ? 

Is it not matter of humbling, That you have finned fo oftet without any Tempta- 
tion from without 2 Does not Sin within you ever and anon bubble up, when neither the 
Devil nor the World eggs you on ; you are apt to fin fait enough of your own Accord ? 

Is it not matter of bumbling, That you have ſo often caft your ſelves uponTemp- 
tation without a Call > When Temptations have not offered themſelves, you have 
ſought for them, and have thereby provoked the Holy One to give you up to the Luſts 
of your own Hearts, and to the Power of the Evil One. 

Have you not too too often quenched and grieved the Spirit of God, after he hath 
been at work upon your Spirits, enlightning and cr.livening you, quickning and com- 
forting you ? After he hath drawn out your Atections to be in a Holy Flame of fer- 
vent Loveto the Lord Jeſus, you have throw: Water upon this Fire that he hath kind- 
led in you. 

Is Co matter of humbling to you, That you have ſo often ſinned againſt Light 
and Knowledge, That you hzve a:teid contrary to the Dictates and Convictions of your 
own Conſciences? 

Is it not matter of humbling, That vou have fo often ſilenced Conſcience, and lulled 
it aſleep, when it was about to lay your Sin before you in all the Aggravations thereof ? 
You have been but little in that All, in that neceflary Duty of Seir-exammaricn; ard 
when you have gone about it, you have noc been io thorough therein as you ſhou'd - 
have been: when Conſcience hath been reauy to bring in an impartial Verdict as to tie 
preſent State of your Souls, have. ye rot Hatiered your iclves, as ifall migut go well 
enough with you notwitiiltancing of your living 1n the neglect and omillion of ſon:e 
Duties, and your taking too nuuch Latitude as to ſome Sins 7 
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Is it not matter of humbling, That your Hearts have ſo often deceived you ? Have yau 
not often and often thought, that ſuch a particular Luſt had been ſo mortihed, that-you 
ſhould never have heard of it any more ; and yet ye have been miſtaken ? 

Is it not matter of humbling, That the Sin which doth ſo cafily beſet you, hath given 
you ſo much diſturbance, that it hath taken you off from ſo many a good Work, which 
otherwiſe ye would have been about? It hath diſtracted your Sprits when you have been 
in Duties; it hath led you into many a ſinful Snare, out of which ye have not been able 
to extricate your ſelves without difficulty ; it hath ſet you back in your way to Hea- 
ven, and hath hindred your growing in Grace ; it hath much interrupted your Commus- 
nion with God, and cauſed an eclipſe of the Light of his Countenance ; fo that you have 
not had the bright Shinings thereof, as otherwiſe you might have had. 

May it not be matter of humbling, That your Humiliation hath not been proportio- 
ned to your Sins and Provocations ? You have had a long time of finning, but your 
Sorrow hath been of a ſhort continuance : You have ſinned greatly, and have ſorrowed 
but little. It is but ſeldom ye have offered up to God that excellent Sacrifice of a bro- 
ken Heart, and a contrite Spirit. 

Is it not matter of humbling, That ye have miſ-ſpent ſo much precious time 2? Some 
part of it hath been ſpent in Idleneſs, doing nothing ; fome in finning ; ſome in doing 
that which fgnihes little for Soul-advantage. 

Is it not matter of humbling, That ye have profited ſo little by all the Ordinances 
that have been adminiſtred to you time after time, and by all the Providences of this 
day in general, and towards your ſelves in particular ? Is therenot cauſe to ſay, Ah, our 
leanneſs, our leanneſs, notwithſtanding of the many Soul-fructitying Seaſons of Grace 
we have had ? See Luke 13.7, 8. I/a. 5. 69. 

Is it not matter of humbling, that you have lived fo long in the World, and have 
been ſo little ſerviceable to the Son of God, who gave himſelf unto death for you 3 
wy ot you have been fo little uſeful unto others in the places where you have been 

ct 

Is It not matter of humbling, That your Ignorance of Divine things is ſo great, and 
your Knowledge fo ſmall ; that ye have been for ſo long a time Learners in the School of 
—_—_ z and yet the things whereof ye are ignorant, are more than the things you know 2 
Heb. 5. 12. 

Is it not matter of humbling, That ye have manifeſted ſo much imprudence and in- 
diſcretion in managing your ſecular Concerns ? Have ye not in many things leaned too 
much to your own Underſtanding, whereby your Wiſdom hath appeared to be Folly ? 
Have ye hearkned to Prov. 3. 6, 7 ? | 

Is it not matter of humbling, That notwithſtanding of all your Gifts and Graces, 
Piety and Prudence, you cannot prevent Difappointme:its, Crofies, Lofſes, Troubles, 
and Tryalsin the World ; neither can you give Succeſs to your Undertakings or Actings ? 
The Race 1s not to the Swift, nor the Battle to the Strong ; neither yet Bread to the 
Wiſe 3 nor yet Riches to Men of Underſtanding ; but time and chance happeneth to 
them all, - Eccleſ. 5. 11. 

Is it not matter of humbling, That notwithſtanding all the Grace ye have, you are 
ſooften put to a nox-p/us in your own Thought:,that you know not what to do? When 
ye have conſulted your ſelves, conſidered ll Circumftances, hearkned to whatſoever that 
within you can ſuggett, yet ye find cauſe eno2gh fill for your going unto others for 
Counſel and Advice ; and when ye have been with them, and have all they can fay un- 
to you, you come away as wiſe as ye went ? 


Is 


9 


a 


( 29 ) 


Is it not matter of humbling, that ye are fo variable, fickle, uncertain, and incon- 
ſtant One hour ſeemingly fix'd in your Reſolves to do fo and fo ; next hour unreſolved 
again : Love to day, hate to mo:row : One Week on the Mount with the moſt High ; 
It all forſake thee I never will ; next Week at the Foot of the Mount ; Grace at as low 
an Ebb as well it can be. P/a!. 3o.6, 7. 

Is it not matter of humbling, T hat ye have fo often adminiftred occaſion to the Ig- 
norant andWicked to ſpeak evil of the pure Religion which ye profeſs,and of thoſe Holy 
Ways in which ye Walk, that ye have no more adorned the Doctrine of God our Savts 


our, with a Converſation in all things according to the Goſpel ; and that ye have ſo of- 


ten ſadned the Spirits of taoſe whom Ged would not have ſadned ? Rom. 2. 24. 

Is it not matter of humbling, That yeare no more [iumbled for the Sins of others a- 
mong whom ye live ? God is diſhonoured at a high rate every where ; Prophaneneſs is 
countenanced and encouraged in mot places ; all ſerioufneſs in Religion 1s ridiculed : 
They whoſe Work it ſhould be to take People off their Sins, and to put them in a fair 
Way for Heaven and Glory, are ſo far from minding the Converſio:: of Sinners, and the 
Salvation of Souls, that they do what in them lies to ob{truct whatever hath a Tendency 
hereunto ; They neither enter into the Kingdona of Heaven themſelves, nor ſuffer others 
to enter. They that ſhould 1mpartially execute Juſtice and Righteouſneſs between Man 
and Man, do no ſuch thing, but rather the contrary ; they patronize Impiety, and are 
a Terrour to them that do well=—and yet, ah, How few are there who lay theſe things 
to Heart ? Exck, 9. 4. Pſal. 119.136. 2 Pet.2. 7,8. 

Is it not matter of humbling, That there is ſo little of a truly publick Spirit in this 
day of ours, even among thoſe that profeſs themſelves Followers of the Lamb, 
the Lord Jeſus * Every one minds his own things,few ornone the things of Carilt, Ph/, 
2.21, There is little of a true Zeal for God and his Glory and againit Sin, as ſuch, 

Is it not matter of humbling, That you have fo little of a true hearty Love for all 
that do viſibly bear the Image of Chriſt, That there 1s fo little of Love among 
thoſe that have all one Father, one Redeemer, one Sanctifier, that are all the Objects 
of God's ſpecial Love and Favour, that do all walk by the ſame Rule, according to 
the meaſure of Light and Knowledge received, that are all one in the Great and Funda- 
mental Truths of the Goſpel, that are all in good earneſt for Holineſs here, and do hope 
for the fame Heaven, and Glory hereafter ? 

Isit not matter of humbli:zg, That you live not every day as if it were to be your 
laſt day ? That your thoughts are ſo little taken up about the Glory you are going to 
in the other World ; and that ye are not at all times like unto them that look for the co- 
ming of the Lord ? Luke 12.35.36. 2 Cor. 5. 1,2,3, 4. 2 Tim. 4.6, 7,8. 

Theſe are only Generals; I have (poke ſomewhat largely of theſe tollowing Particulars. 

If you would adinit of a due, thorough, and impartial Conſideration, how much 
Sin is in your Thoughts, that would humble you ? - 

If you would take a view of all your W/ords,you could not but acknowledge in ma- 
ny things we oftend all. And If any Man offend not mm Word, the ſame as a perfett 
Man, and able aiſo to bridie the whole Body, Fam. 3.2. ED 

If you would call to mind the Sinfulneſs that adheres to your Afﬀections, you would 
ſee cauſe with the Leper under the Law, tocry out, Vnclear, wicleans 

If you would but-as near as you can, remember all your Omiiſio:s, and how you 
have left the Good undone, waici ye ovght, and might have done. 

If you would make Reflections on that little good you have done, together with tte 
manifold Defects, ſinful Failings and Intirrities that hath attended you therein. 


E | It 


(39) 

If you would mind the Iniquity of your Holy things, that you have been fo little fe- 
rious, fincere, and ſpiritual in Duties of Worſhip. ; 

If you would lay to Heart the Guilt which you” have contracted, and do daily con- 
tradt in managing the Duties of your Callings. EE 

And, laſtly, If you would narrowly look into your Relative Sins, as Parents, as 
Children, as Husbands, as Wives, as Maſters, as Servants you will fee enough 
and enough that might cauſe you ſay, as Pſal. 130. 3, 4 If thou, Lord, ſnouldeſt 
mark Iniquities, O Lord, who ſhall ſtand But there is forgiveneſs with thee, that 
thou mzyeſt be feared. Pſal. 143. 2. And, Enter not into Fudgment with thy Servant, 
for in thy ſight ſhall no Man living be juſtified. Pſal. 19. 12. Pho can underſtand 
his Errors 2 Cleanſe thou me from my ſecret Fau'ts. Pſal. 40. 12. Innurherable Evil s 
have compaſſed me about ; mine Iniquities have taken hold upon me, ſo that T am 
not able to lookup ; they are mere than the Hairs of my Head; therefore mine Heart 
Faileth me. 

The reaſon why I paſs over the many particulars contained under the pre-mentioned 
Heads is, becauſe I would not ſwell this ſmall Piece to a greater Price than the Purſe of 
thoſe that delire to be ſatisfied in this Point, can conveniently reach. 

Thus you have had the firſt Improvement of this Truth. It concerns you to be well 
grounded in the Belief of this, That the Grace of God in Believers 1s no Increated, but 
a Created Being, as that which would conduce much to the Keeping you very bumble, 
and everlaſtingly low in your own Eyes. 

I ſhould now come to a ſecond Improvement of this, which is alſo a very genuine de- 
duction-from the Premiſles ; and that is, If true Grace in Believers be a Creature, yea, a 
weak and imperfect Creature, without a continued Communication. of freſh Influences 
every moment from the Original and Creator thereof ; then it 1s as clear as the Sun in 
the Meridian, that Fohn Els muſt be in a great Error, in that Piece which he hath 
publiſhed ; Called, Fhe Saving Grace of God---which he aflerts to be in Ail Men ; and 
to be an Increated Being, with more Confidence than ſtrength of Reaſon. If that within 
bim teaches .ſuch falſe DoCtrine as this 3 and hath committed fo great a miltake, as to put 
him upon writing on this Subject, when ſo meanly qualized for this Service, this 1s a 
Caution to all to beware of this Principle of his : It hath made him think that he was 
in a Capacity of confuting holy and learned Fl/ave/. But I have drawn vp another ſhort 
Tract, to demonſtrate, That his pretended Anſwer both to him and me, 1s no Anſwer 
at all: It will be his Wiſdom to be filent ; ifnot, he muſt thank himſelf, if in the Second 
he have more plain Dealing than in this. Fhey that are of his Perſwafion will fee what 
a weak Advocate they have to plead their Cauſe: And if they are not above all Advice 
from others, I humbly offer it, as a thing worthy of their ſerious Conſideration, whether 
this Principle in many that have profe/s'd and prafti/ed it fince the Year 1653, hath not 
been attended with many humbling Providences, which call tor a deep Humiliation he- 
fore the Lord, rather than that F. E. ſhould after all be ſtill over and above magnifying 
that within him and others, as an Increated Being. I have been all my days a Man of 
a peaceable Spirit, and would fain continue at Peace with all as much as in me lies without 
Sin: It is ſome extraordinary provocation draws me into the Field. If he writes any 
more, he will know that I am better acquarnted with the Writings and Works of theſe 
Men than he is aware ; he may be like to hear of manyjthings that may not pleaſe him : 
I can give him a large Account of the Pranciples and Prafices of G Fox, Fa. Nayler, 
and others ; Ican tell him that the ACtings of ſome of their Principal Leaders, have 
been a praftzca! Confutation of the Grand Principle, That every Man hath that within 
aim, which is ſufficient without any thing elle, to teach, inſtruct, lead, guide, and 
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direct him. For G. Fox penned down Orders to be obſerved by every one; and they 
that did not obſerve them, were cen/urable, and to be diſowned, as not in the Uni- 
ty, to uſe their own Phraſe. The Abſo/ute Submiſſion which was required to be given 
toG.F. and the Body, as they called it, at Devonſhire-houſe, was a renouncing this 
Principle in the Face of the Sun, as may be ſeen in The Sp;ric of the Har: And in the 
7th. Part of the Chriſtian Quaker, Page 4. There was a Paper ſubſcribed in Barbados 
by 82 Perſons, in theſe Words; © I detire to give up my whole Concern, if required, 
* both Temporal and Spiritual, unto the Judgment of the Spirit of God in the Men's and 
« Women's Meetings, as believing it to be more according to the Univerſal Wiſdom of 
« God, than any particular meaſure in my feFf, or any Particulars, with which the Men 
&« and Women's Meetings have not Unity. Is not this a g:zvang up theCauſe fo hotly con- 
tended for 2 He is a great Stranger in our Tſrae/, that knows not the Conteſts that were 
between G. Fox and Zohn Perrot. I mult let F. E. know, that I am not ignorant of 
what Francis Bug hath written againſt Fox and bis Party; as alſo, what Rogers of 
Br:ſtol, and the Spirze of the Hat have ſaid againſt him and his Faction 3 and the Dzvi- 
fions among them in Penſi'vania, and New-Ferfie, at this day, do call aloud for Hums- 
zation, rather than the Exaltation of this Principle, which hath fo demonſtratively 
proved it ſelf a Great Nothinzg. Both Parties are high Pretenders, that they are acted 
by and.ſpeak from the Spirit of the Lord within them : And 2he whole Univerſe, befides 
themſelves, fee this to be a Spirit of Deluſion, and not the Spirit of God ;. for he ditters 
not from himſelf: He ſays not 7eain one, and Nay in another. When 1 have given an 
Epitome of ſomeof the moſt memorable Matters of Fatt relating to this Principle, and 
what ſtrange Pratices it hath ted many Perſons into, partly from the Writings of 
profeſt Quakers, and partly from ſuch Authentick Teſtimonies as are of good Credit 
and Authority, 'may be he may ſay, that if that within him told him, it was an Impu/ſe 
from the Spirit of God that put him upon writing again{t me, it hath deceived «him ; 
it hath trepanned him into that, which hath been more trouble to him than he thought : 
It hath, in fine, brought. Shame and Confuſion of Face upon him ; and I wiſh this may be 
the ultimate effect” of All, that, for the future, he may be fixedly refolved never any 
more to hearken to ſuch Foo{;ſþ Counſels, to ſay no worſe. So/omon's Inſtruttion is ra- 
ther to be minded, Prov. 17. 14, The beginning of Strife 15 as when one letteth out 
Water ; therefore leave off Contention before 1t be meddled with. Avoid the Occa- 
fions, and prevent the beginnings of Contention. Eccleſ. 10. 12. The Woras of a wile 
Man's mouth are gracious ; but the lips of a Fool will ſwaliow up himſelf : Toe begin- 
ning of the Words of h:s mouth is Foolifhneſs ; and the end of his Talk, 1s miſchievous 
Madneſs. The more he talks, the more does his Folly appear : He proceeds from Evil 
to worſe, and adds Wiltuineſs to his Weakneſs. Prov. 25. $8. Go not forth haſtily to 
ſtrive, leſt thou know not what to doin the end thereof, when thy Neighbour hath pris 


thee to ſhame. 
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the Revelation; by Drue Creſſener, D.D. 
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A Supplement to the Morning Exerciſe ; or ſeveral more Caſes of Conſcience, practi- 
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Geography re&ified : Or, a Deſcription of the World in all its Kingdoms, Provinces, 
Countries, Iſlands, Cities, Towns, Seas, Rivers, Bayes, Capes, Names, Inhabitants, Si- 
tuations, Hiftories, Cuſtoms, Commodities, Government. Illuftrated with about 8o 
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Inſtructions about Heart-Work ; what is to be done on God's part and ours, for the 
cure and keeping of the Heart, £5. by that Eminent Goſpel Miniſter, Mr. Richard 
All:zn. With a Preface by Dr. Anneſley. The 2d Edition. 

The Evidence of Things not ſeen : Or divers Spiritual and Philoſophical Diſcourſes 
concerning the State of Holy Men after Death : By that eminently Learned Divine 
a 1/5 Amyraidus Tranſlated out of the French Tongue ; by a Miniſter of the Church 
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A Succinct and Seaſonable Diſcourſe of the Occaſions, Cauſes, Natures, Riſe, Growth 
and Remedies of Mental Errors. To which is added, (1) An Anſwer to Mr. Cary 
againſt Infant Baptiſm. (2.) An Anſwer to ſome Antinromiar Erirors. (3) A Sermon 
about Union ; by Fob Fl/avel. 

Mr. Fohn Flave/''s Remains; being two Sermons : The one preached at Daremouth in 
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